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Jeremiah 1

(1) The words of Jeremiah son of
Hilkiah, one of the priests at
Anathoth in the territory of
Benjamin. (2) The word of GOD
came to him in the days of King
Josiah son of Amon of Judah, in the
thirteenth year of his reign, (3) and
throughout the days of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah,
and until the end of the eleventh
year of King Zedekiah son of Josiah
of Judah, when Jerusalem went into
exile in the fifth month. (4) The
word of GOD came to me: (5) Before
I created you in the womb, I selected
you;

Before you were born, I consecrated
you;

I appointed you a prophet
concerning the nations. (6) I replied:
Ah, my Sovereign GOD !

I don’t know how to speak,

For I am still a boy. (7) And GOD
said to me:

Do not say, “I am still a boy,”

But go wherever I send you

And speak whatever I command
you. (8) Have no fear of them,

For I am with you to deliver you
—declares GOD. (9) GOD reached
out and touched my mouth, and
GOD said to me: Herewith I put My
words into your mouth. (10) See, I
appoint you this day

Over nations and kingdoms:
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To uproot and to pull down,
To destroy and to overthrow,
To build and to plant.

(11) The word of GOD came to me:
What do you see, Jeremiah? I
replied: I see a branch of an almond
tree. (12) GOD said to me:

You have seen right,

For I am watchful to bring My word
to pass. (13) And the word of GOD
came to me a second time: What do
you see? [ replied:

I see a steaming pot,

Tipped away from the north. (14)
And GOD said to me:

From the north shall disaster break
loose

Upon all the inhabitants of the land!
(15) For I am summoning all the
peoples

Of the kingdoms of the north
—declares GOD.

They shall come, and shall each set
up a throne

Before the gates of Jerusalem,
Against its walls round about,

And against all the towns of Judah.
(16) And I will argue My case against
them. For all their wickedness:
They have forsaken Me

And sacrificed to other gods

And worshiped the works of their
hands. (17) So you, gird up your
loins,

Arise and speak to them

All that I command you.

Do not break down before them,
Lest [ break you before them. (18) I
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make you this day

A fortified city,

And an iron pillar,

And bronze walls

Against the whole land—

Against Judah’s kings and officers,
And against its priests and citizens.
(19) They will attack you,

But they shall not overcome you;
For I am with you—declares GOD
—to save you.

Jeremiah 2

(1) The word of GOD came to me,
saying, (2) Go proclaim to
Jerusalem: Thus said GOD:

I accounted to your favor

The devotion of your youth,

Your love as a bride—

How you followed Me in the
wilderness,

In a land not sown. (3) Israel was
holy to GOD,

The first fruits of God’s harvest.

All who ate of it were held guilty;
Disaster befell them

—declares GOD. (4) Hear the word
of GOD, O House of Jacob,

Every clan of the House of Israel! (5)
Thus said GOD:

What wrong did your ancestors find
in Me

That they abandoned Me

And went after delusion and were
deluded? (6) They never asked
themselves, “Where is GOD,

Who brought us up from the land of
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Egypt,

Who led us through the wilderness,
Aland of deserts and pits,

Aland of drought and darkness,
Aland nobody had traversed,
Where no human being had dwelt?”
(7) I brought you to this country of
farmland

To enjoy its fruit and its bounty;

But you came and defiled My land,
You made My possession abhorrent.
(8) The priests never asked
themselves, “Where is GOD ?”

The guardians of the Teaching
ignored Me;

The rulers rebelled against Me,

And the prophets prophesied by
Baal

And followed what can do no good.
(9) Oh, I will go on accusing you
—declares GOD —

And I will accuse your children’s
children! (10) Just cross over to the
isles of the Kittim and look,

Send to Kedar and observe carefully;
See if aught like this has ever
happened: (11) Has any nation
changed its gods

Even though they are no-gods?

But My people has exchanged its
glory

For what can do no good. (12) Be
appalled, O heavens, at this;

Be horrified, utterly dazed!

—says GOD. (13) For My people
have done a twofold wrong:

They have forsaken Me, the Fount of
living waters,
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And hewed out for themselves
cisterns, broken cisterns,

That cannot even hold water. (14) Is
Israel a bondman?

Is he a home-born slave?

Then why is he given over to
plunder? (15) Lions have roared over
him,

Have raised their cries.

They have made his land a waste,
His cities desolate, without
inhabitants. (16) Those, too, in Noph
and Tahpanhes.

Will lay bare your head. (17) See,
that is the price you have paid

For forsaking the ETERNAL your
God. Who led you in the way. (18)
What, then, is the good of your
going to Egypt

To drink the waters of the Nile?

And what is the good of your going
to Assyria

To drink the waters of the
Euphrates? (19) Let your misfortune
reprove you,

Let your afflictions rebuke you;
Mark well how bad and bitter itis
That you forsake the ETERNAL your
God,

That awe for Me is not in you
—declares my Sovereign GOD of
Hosts. (20) For long ago you broke
your yoke,

Tore off your yoke-bands,

And said, “I will not work!”

On every high hill and under every
verdant tree,

You recline as a whore. (21) I planted

7923722798 °p [112u8] (MawK)
YK DX 197 vYT92 hoby iy
22 PAI TRYLI >2IR) (RD) A7
197 "0 7 NI2 TR DAY Y,

032°022070K °2 (20) 1103
ON3 °197 7Y 0R21 N°7a 727200
X7 *9aRA PR (32) ' awITR
N277 X7 D9Y2T 2N NNAY]
7792 MRY AR YT X132 9977 7K
1 772 (72) 1277 NI nge
[Fw91] (Wwo1) MX2 137N TH?
TIWT R ANIRA M 1ORY
AYTTR DY X7 PR3

A 237 ¥ (72) [IPNER
RM ANRER (T3] (T3703)
7PN D7 AR KD Ui
12 K& 92 233 NP3 (10) TN
o2 Mg PRI 3 whn
(12) :DN2 0PI oY
AR YN 70K 2R vI7 o
A7y 2% 3972 [1AT7] (anT?)
TR TIRRY DNYT NYI) 0730 K7
TR EIR TR (10) ywim
Ny PWDN M 77 iy
TRAR NI W 1391 02 7Ny
12070 7 (03) {o}
(7) :'7"DN1 °2 DAY 0773 2N
N7 QW 0232708 027 K17
TR D023 02T TN MR

DA

'77927 X7 DAR 9T0 (RD) (onwn



Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

you with noble vines,

All with choicest seed;

Alas, I find you changed

Into a base, an alien vine! (22)
Though you wash with natron

And use much lye,

Your guilt is ingrained before Me
—declares my Sovereign GOD. (23)
How can you say, “I am not defiled,
I have not gone after the Baalim”?
Look at your deeds in the Valley,
Consider what you have done!

Like a lustful she-camel,

Restlessly running about, (24) Or
like a wild ass used to the desert,
Snuffing the wind in her eagerness,
Whose passion none can restrain,
None that seek her need grow
weary—

In her season, they’ll find her! (25)
Save your foot from going bare,
And your throat from thirst.

But you say, “Itis no use.

No, Ilove the strangers, And after
them I must go.” (26) Like a thief
chagrined when caught,

So is the House of Israel chagrined—
They, their kings, their officers,
And their priests and prophets. (27)
They said to wood, “You are my
father,”

To stone, “You gave birth to me,”
While to Me they turned their backs
And not their faces.

But in their hour of calamity they
cry,

“Arise and save us!” (28) And where
are those gods
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You made for yourself?

Let them arise and save you, if they
can,

In your hour of calamity.

For your gods have become, O
Judabh,

As many as your towns! (29) Why do
you call Me to account?

You have all rebelled against Me
—declares GOD. (30) To no purpose
did I smite your children;

They would not accept correction.
Your sword has devoured your
prophets

Like a ravening lion. (31) O
generation, behold the word of
GOD!

Have I been like a desert to Israel,

Or like a land of deep gloom?

Then why do My people say, “We
have broken loose,

We will not come to You anymore?”
(32) Can a maiden forget her jewels,
A bride her adornments?

Yet My people have forgotten Me—
Days without number. (33) How
skillfully you plan your way

To seek out love!

Why, you have even taught

The worst of women your ways. (34)
Moreover, on your garments is
found

The lifeblood of the innocent poor—
You did not catch them breaking in.
Yet, despite all these things, (35) You
say, “ have been acquitted;

Surely, God’s anger has turned away
from me.”
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Lo, I will bring you to judgment

For saying, “I have not sinned.” (36)
How you cheapen yourself,

By changing your course!

You shall be put to shame through
Egypt,

Just as you were put to shame
through Assyria. (37) From this way,
too, you will come out

With your hands on your head;

For GOD has rejected those you
trust,

You will not prosper with them.

Jeremiah 7

(1) The word that came to Jeremiah
from GOD: (2) Stand at the gate of
the House of GOD, and there
proclaim this word: Hear the word
of GOD, all you of Judah who enter
these gates to worship GOD ! (3)
Thus said GOD of Hosts, the God of
Israel: Mend your ways and your
actions, and I will let you dwell in
this place. (4) Don’t put your trust
in illusions and say, “The Temple of
GOD, the Temple of GOD, the
Temple of GOD are these
[buildings].” (5) No, if you really
mend your ways and your actions; if
you execute justice between one
party and another; (6) if you do not
oppress the stranger, the orphan,
and the widow; if you do not shed
the blood of the innocent in this
place; if you do not follow other
gods, to your own hurt— (7) then
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only will I let you dwell in this place,
in the land that I gave to your
ancestors for all time. (8) See, you
are relying on illusions that are of no
avail. (9) Will you steal and murder
and commit adultery and swear
falsely, and sacrifice to Baal, and
follow other gods whom you have
not experienced, (10) and then come
and stand before Me in this House
that bears My name and say, “We
are safe”?—/[Safe] to do all these
abhorrent things! (11) Do you
consider this House, which bears My
name, to be a den of thieves? As for
Me, I have been watching—declares
GOD. (12) Just go to My place at
Shiloh, where I had established My
name formerly, and see what I did to
it because of the wickedness of My
people Israel. (13) And now, because
you do all these things—declares
GOD —and though I spoke to you
persistently, you would not listen;
and though I called to you, you
would not respond— (14) therefore
I will do to the House that bears My
name, on which you rely, and to the
place that I gave you and your
ancestors, just what I did to Shiloh.
(15) And I will cast you out of My
presence as I cast out your kinsfolk,
the whole brood of Ephraim. (16) As
for you, do not pray for this people,
do not raise a cry of prayer on their
behalf, do not plead with Me; for I
will not listen to you. (17) Don’t you
see what they are doing in the towns
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of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem? (18) The children gather
sticks, the fathers build the fire, and
the mothers knead dough, to make
cakes for the Queen of Heaven, and
they pour libations to other gods, to
vex Me. (19) Is it Me they are
vexing?—says GOD. Itis rather
themselves, to their own disgrace.
(20) Assuredly, thus said my
Sovereign GOD: My wrath and My
fury will be poured out upon this
place, on human beings and on
animals, on the trees of the field and
the fruit of the soil. It shall burn,
with none to quench it. (21) Thus
said GOD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
Add your burnt offerings to your
other sacrifices and eat the meat!
(22) For when I freed your ancestors
from the land of Egypt, I did not
speak with them or command them
concerning burnt offerings or
sacrifice. (23) But thisis what]I
commanded them: Do My bidding,
that I may be your God and you may
be My people; walk only in the way
that I enjoin upon you, that it may
go well with you. (24) Yet they did
not listen or give ear; they followed
their own counsels, the willfulness
of their evil hearts. They have gone
backward, not forward, (25) from
the day your ancestors left the land
of Egypt until today. And though I
kept sending all My servants, the
prophets, to them daily and
persistently, (26) they would not
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listen to Me or give ear. They
stiffened their necks, they acted
worse than their ancestors. (27) You
shall say all these things to them,
but they will not listen to you; you
shall call to them, but they will not
respond to you. (28) Then say to
them: This is the nation that would
not obey the ETERNAL their God,
that would not accept rebuke.
Faithfulness has perished, vanished
from their mouths. (29) Shear your
locks and cast them away,

Take up a lament on the heights,
For GOD has spurned and cast off
The brood that provoked such
wrath.

(30) For the people of Judah have
done what displeases Me—declares
GOD. They have set up their
abominations in the House thatis
called by My name, and they have
defiled it. (31) And they have built
the shrines of Topheth in the Valley
of Ben-hinnom to burn their sons
and daughters in fire—which I never
commanded, which never came to
My mind. (32) Assuredly, a time is
coming—declares GOD —when this
people shall no longer speak of
Topheth or the Valley of
Ben-hinnom, but of the Valley of
Slaughter; and they shall bury in
Topheth until no room is left. (33)
The carcasses of this people shall be
food for the birds of the sky and the
beasts of the earth, with none to
frighten them off. (34) And I will
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silence in the towns of Judah and
the streets of Jerusalem the sound of
mirth and gladness, the voice of
bridegroom and bride. For the whole
land shall fall to ruin.

Jeremiah 9

(1) Oh, to be in the desert,

At an encampment for wayfarers!
Oh, to leave my people,

To go away from them—

For they are all adulterers,

Aband of rogues. (2) They bend
their tongues like bows;

They are valorous in the land

For treachery, not for honesty;
They advance from evil to evil.

And they do not heed Me
—declares GOD. (3) Each of you,
beware of your friend!

Trust not even your kinsfolk!

For every sibling takes advantage,
Every friend deals basely. (4) They
all cheat each other,

They will not speak truth;

They have trained their tongues to
speak falsely;

They wear themselves out working
iniquity. (5) You dwell in the midst
of deceit.

In their deceit, they refuse to heed
Me

—declares GOD. (6) Assuredly, thus
said GOD of Hosts:

Lo, I shall smelt and assay them—
For what else can I do because of My
poor people? (7) Their tongue is a
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sharpened arrow,

They use their mouths to deceive.
They speak to their fellows in
friendship,

But lay an ambush for them in their
hearts. (8) Shall I not punish them
for such deeds?

—says GOD —

Shall I not bring retribution
On such a nation as this? (9) For the
mountains I take up weeping and
wailing,

For the pastures in the wilderness, a
dirge.

They are laid waste; nobody passes
through,

And no sound of cattle is heard.
Birds of the sky and beasts as well
Have fled and are gone. (10) I will
turn Jerusalem into rubble,

Into dens for jackals;

And I will make the towns of Judah
A desolation without inhabitants.

(11) Is anybody so wise
As to understand this?

To whom has GOD’s mouth spoken,
So that it can be related:

Why is the land in ruins,

Laid waste like a wilderness,

With none passing through?

(12) GOD replied: Because they
forsook the Teaching I had set before
them. They did not obey Me and
they did not follow it, (13) but
followed their own willful heart and
followed the Baalim, as their
ancestors had taught them. (14)
Assuredly, thus said GOD of Hosts,
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the God of Israel: I am going to feed
that people wormwood and make
them drink a bitter draft. (15) I will
scatter them among nations that
they and their ancestors never knew;
and I will dispatch the sword after
them until I have consumed them.
(16) Thus said GOD of Hosts:

Listen!

Summon the dirge-singers, let them
come;

Send for the skilled women, let them
come. (17) Let them quickly start a
wailing for us,

That our eyes may run with tears,
Our pupils flow with water. (18) For
the sound of wailing

Is heard from Zion:

How we are despoiled!

How greatly we are shamed!

Ah, we must leave our land,
Abandonour dwellings! (19) Hear, O
women, the word of GOD,

Let your ears receive the divine
word,

And teach your daughters wailing,
And one another lamentation. (20)
For death has climbed through our
windows,

Has entered our fortresses,

To cut off babes from the streets,
Young men from the squares. (21)
Speak thus—says GOD:

People’s carcasses shall lie

Like dung upon the fields,

Like sheaves behind the reaper,
With none to pick them up. (22)
Thus said GOD:
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Let not the wise glory in their
wisdom;

Let not the strong glory in their
strength;

Let not the rich glory in their riches.
(23) But only in this should one
glory:

In being earnestly devoted to Me.
For I GOD act with kindness,
Justice, and equity in the world;
For in these I delight

—declares GOD. (24) Lo, days are
coming—declares GOD —when I
will take note of everyone
circumcised in the foreskin (25) of
Egypt, Judah, Edom, the
Ammonites, Moab, and all the
desert dwellers who have the hair of
their temples clipped. For all these
nations are uncircumcised, but all
the House of Israel are
uncircumcised of heart.

Jeremiah 11

(1) The word that came to Jeremiah
from GOD: (2) “Hear the terms of
this covenant, and recite them to the
citizenry of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem! (3) And
say to them, Thus said the
ETERNAL, the God of Israel: Cursed
be anyone who will not obey the
terms of this covenant, (4) whichI
enjoined upon your ancestors when
I freed them from the land of Egypt,
the iron crucible, saying, ‘Obey Me
and observe them,just as I command
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you, that you may be My people and
I may be your God’— (5) in order to
fulfill the oath that I swore to your
fathers, to give them a land flowing
with milk and honey, as is now the
case.” And I responded, “Amen,
ETERNAL One.” (6) And GOD said to
me, “Proclaim all these things
through the towns of Judah and the
streets of Jerusalem: Hear the terms
of this covenant, and perform them.
(7) For I have repeatedly and
persistently warned your ancestors
from the time I brought them out of
Egypt to this day, saying: Obey My
commands. (8) But they would not
listen or give ear; they all followed
the willfulness of their evil hearts.
So I have brought upon them all the
terms of this covenant, because they
did not do what I commanded them
to do.” (9) GOD said to me, “A
conspiracy exists among the
citizenry of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. (10) They
have returned to the iniquities of
their ancestors of old, who refused
to heed My words. They, too, have
followed other gods and served
them. The House of Israel and the
House of Judah have broken the
covenant that I made with their
ancestors.” (11) Assuredly, thus said
GOD: I am going to bring upon them
disaster from which they will not be
able to escape. Then they will cry
out to me, but I will not listen to
them. (12) And the townspeople of
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Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem will go and cry out to the
gods to which they sacrifice; but
they will not be able to rescue them
in their time of disaster. (13) For
your gods have become as many as
your towns, O Judah, and you have
set up as many altars to Shame as
there are streets in
Jerusalem—altars for sacrifice to
Baal. (14) As for you, do not pray for
this people, do not raise a cry of
prayer on their behalf; for I will not
listen when they call to Me on
account of their disaster. (15) Why
should My beloved be in My House,
Who executes so many vile designs?
The sacral flesh will pass away from
you,

For you exult while performing your
evil deeds. (16) GOD named you
“Verdant olive tree,

Fair, with choice fruit.”

But with a great roaring sound
[God] has set it on fire,

And its boughs are broken. (17) GOD
of Hosts, who planted you, has
decreed disaster for you, because of
the evil wrought by the House of
Israel and the House of Judah, who
angered Me by sacrificing to Baal.
(18) GOD informed me, and I
knew—

Then You let me see their deeds. (19)
For I was like a docile lamb

Led to the slaughter;

I did not realize

That it was against me
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They fashioned their plots:

“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
Let us cut him off from the land of
the living.

That his name be remembered no
more!” (20) O GOD of Hosts, O just
Judge,

Who test the thoughts and the
mind,

Let me see Your retribution upon
them,

For I lay my case before You.

(21) Assuredly, thus said GOD of
Hosts concerning the people of
Anathoth who seek your life and say,
“You must not prophesy anymore in
the name of GOD, or you will die by
our hand”— (22) Assuredly, thus
said GOD of Hosts: “I am going to
deal with them: the young men shall
die by the sword, their boys and girls
shall die by famine. (23) No
remnant shall be left of them, for I
will bring disaster on the people of
Anathoth,the year of their doom.”

Jeremiah 13

(1) Thus GOD said to me: “Go buy
yourself a loincloth of linen, and put
it around your loins, but do not dip
itinto water.” (2) So I bought the
loincloth in accordance with GOD’s
command, and put it about my
loins. (3) And the word of GOD
came to me a second time: (4) “Take
the loincloth that you bought, which
is about your loins, and go at once to
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Perath and cover it up there in a cleft
of the rock.” (5) I went and buried it
at Perath, as GOD had commanded
me. (6) Then, after along time, GOD
said to me, “Go at once to Perath and
take there the loincloth that I
commanded you to bury there.” (7)
So I went to Perath and dug up the
loincloth from the place where I had
buried it; and found the loincloth
ruined; it was not good for anything.
(8) The word of GOD came to me:
(9) Thus said GOD: Even so will I
ruin the overweening pride of Judah
and Jerusalem. (10) This wicked
people who refuse to heed My
bidding, who follow the willfulness
of their own hearts, who follow
other gods and serve them and
worship them, shall become like
that loincloth, which is not good for
anything. (11) For as a loincloth
clings close to a man’s loins, so I
brought close to Me the whole
House of Israel and the whole House
of Judah—declares GOD —that they
might be My people, for fame, and
praise, and splendor. But they would
not obey. (12) And speak this word
to them: Thus said the ETERNAL,
the God of Israel: “Every jar should
be filled with wine.” And when they
say to you, “Don’t we know that
every jar should be filled with
wine?” (13) say to them, “Thus said
GOD: I am going to fill with
drunkenness all the inhabitants of
this land, and the kings who sit on
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the throne of David, and the priests
and the prophets, and all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. (14) And I
will smash them one against the
other, parents and children
alike—declares GOD; no pity,
compassion, or mercy will stop Me
from destroying them.” (15) Attend
and give ear; be not haughty,

For GOD has spoken. (16) Give
honor to the ETERNAL your God
Before darkness descends,

Before your feet stumble

On the mountains in shadow—
When you hope for light,

And it is turned to darkness

And becomes deep gloom. (17) For if
you will not give heed,

My inmost self must weep,
Because of your arrogance;

My eye must stream and flow

With copious tears,

Because GOD'’s flock

Is taken captive. (18) Say to the king
and the queen mother,

“Sitin a lowly spot;

For your diadems are abased,

Your glorious crowns.” (19) The
cities of the Negeb are shut,

There is no one to open them;
Judah is exiled completely,

All of it exiled. (20) Raise your eyes
and behold

Those who come from the north:
Where are the sheep entrusted to
you,

The flock you took pride in? (21)
What will you say when they
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appoint as your heads

Those among you whom you trained
to be tame?

Shall not pangs seize you

Like a woman in childbirth? (22)
And when you ask yourself,

“Why have these things befallen
me?”

Itis because of your great iniquity
That your skirts are lifted up,

Your limbs exposed. (23) Can the
Cushites change their skin,

Or leopards their spots?

Just as much can you do good,
Who are practiced in doing evil! (24)
So [ will scatter you like straw that
flies

Before the desert wind. (25) This
shall be your lot,

Your measured portion from Me
—declares GOD.

Because you forgot Me

And trusted in falsehood, (26) Iin
turn will lift your skirts over your
face

And your shame shall be seen. (27) I
behold your adulteries,

Your lustful neighing,

Your unbridled depravity, your vile
acts

On the hills of the countryside.
Woe to you, O Jerusalem,

Who will not be pure!

How much longer shall it be?

Jeremiah 15
(1) GOD said to me, “Even if Moses
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and Samuel were to intercede with
Me, I would not be won over to that
people. Dismiss them from My
presence, and let them go forth! (2)
And if they ask you, ‘To what shall
we go forth?’ answer them, ‘Thus
said GOD:

Those destined for the plague, to the
plague;

Those destined for the sword, to the
sword;

Those destined for famine, to
famine;

Those destined for captivity, to
captivity.

(3) And I will appoint over them
four kinds [of
punishment]—declares GOD —the
sword to slay, the dogs to drag, the
birds of the sky, and the beasts of the
earth to devour and destroy. (4) I
will make them a horror to all the
kingdoms of the earth, on account of
King Manasseh son of Hezekiah of
Judah, and of what he did in
Jerusalem.”” (5) But who will pity
you, O Jerusalem,

Who will console you?

Who will turn aside to inquire
About your welfare? (6) You cast Me
off

—declares GOD —

You go ever backward.

So I have stretched out My hand to
destroy you;

I cannot relent. (7) I will scatter
them as with a winnowing fork
Through the settlements of the
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earth.

I will bereave, I will destroy My
people,

For they would not turn back from
their ways. (8) Their widows shall
be more numerous

Than the sands of the seas.

I will bring against them—

Young men and mothers together —
A destroyer at noonday.

I will bring down suddenly upon
them

Alarm and terror. (9) She who bore
seven is forlorn,

Utterly disconsolate;

Her sun has set while it is still day,
She is shamed and humiliated.

The remnant of them I will deliver to
the sword,

To the power of their enemies
—declares GOD. (10) Woe is me, my
mother, that you ever bore me—

A man of conflict and strife with all
the land!

I have not lent,

And I have not borrowed;

Yet everyone curses me. (11) GOD
said:

Surely, a mere remnant of you

Will I spare for a better fate!By the
enemy from the north

In a time of distress and a time of
disaster,

Surely, I will have you struck down!
(12) Can iron break iron and bronze?
(13) I will hand over your wealth and
your treasures

As a spoil, free of charge,
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Because of all your sins throughout
your territory. (14) And I will bring
your enemies

By way of a land you have not
known. For a fire has flared in My
wrath,

It blazes against you. (15) O
ETERNAL One, you know—
Remember me and take thought of
me,

Avenge me on those who persecute
me;

Do not yield to Your patience,

Do not let me perish! Consider how I
have borne insult

On Your account. (16) When Your
words were offered, I devoured
them;

Your word brought me the delight
and joy

Of knowing that Your name is
attached to me,

O ETERNAL One, God of Hosts. (17) 1
have not sat in the company of
revelers

And made merry!

I have sat lonely because of Your
hand upon me,

For You have filled me with gloom.
(18) Why must my pain be endless,
My wound incurable,

Resistant to healing?

You have been to me like a spring
that fails,

Like waters that cannot be relied on.
(19) Assuredly, thus said GOD:

If you turn back, I shall take you
back
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And you shall stand before Me;

If you produce what is noble

Out of the worthless,

You shall be My spokesman.

They shall come back to you,

Not you to them. (20) Against this
people I will make you

As a fortified wall of bronze:

They will attack you,

But they shall not overcome you,
For I am with you to deliver and save
you

—declares GOD. (21) I will save you
from the hands of the wicked

And rescue you from the clutches of
the violent.

Jeremiah 17

(1) The guilt of Judah is inscribed
With a stylus of iron,

Engraved with an adamant point
On the tablet of their hearts,

And on the horns of their altars, (2)
While their children remember
Their altars and sacred posts,By
verdant trees,

Upon lofty hills. (3) Because of the
sin of your shrines

Throughout your borders,

I will make your rampart a heap in
the field,

And all your treasures a spoil. (4)
You will forfeit, by your own act,
The inheritance I have given you;

I will make you a slave to your
enemies

In a land you have never known.
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For you have kindled the flame of
My wrath

That shall burn for all time. (5) Thus
said GOD:

Cursed is the man who trusts in
mortals,

Who makes mere flesh his strength,
And turns his thoughts from GOD.
(6) He shall be like a bush in the
desert,

Which does not sense the coming of
good:

It is setin the scorched places of the
wilderness,

In a barren land without inhabitant.
(7) Blessed is the man who trusts in
GOD,

Whose trust is GOD alone. (8) He
shall be like a tree planted by waters,
Sending forth its roots by a stream:
It does not sense the coming of heat,
Its leaves are ever fresh;

It has no care in a year of drought,

It does not cease to yield fruit. (9)
Most devious is the heart;

It is perverse—who can fathom it?
(10) I GOD probe the heart,

Search the mind—

To repay each person according to
their own ways,

With the proper fruit of their deeds.
(11) Like a partridge hatching what
she did not lay

So are those who amass wealth by
unjust means;

In mid-life it will leave them,

And in the end they will be proved
fools. (12) O Throne of Glory exalted
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from of old,

Our Sacred Shrine! (13) O Hope of
Israel! O ETERNAL One !

All who forsake You shall be put to
shame,

Those in the land who turn from You
For they have forsaken GOD,

The Fount of living waters. (14) Heal
me, O ETERNAL One, and let me be
healed;

Save me, and let me be saved;

For You are my glory. (15) See, they
say to me:

“Where is GOD’s prediction?

Let it come to pass!” (16) ButI have
not evaded

Being a shepherd in your service,
Nor have I longed for the fatal day.
You know the utterances of my lips,
They were ever before You. (17) Do
not be a cause of dismay to me;

You are my refuge in a day of
calamity. (18) Let my persecutors be
shamed,

And let not me be shamed,;

Let them be dismayed,

And let not me be dismayed.

Bring on them the day of disaster,
And shatter them with double
destruction.

(19) Thus said GOD to me: Go and
stand in the People’s Gate, by which
the kings of Judah enter and by
which they go forth, and in all the
gates of Jerusalem, (20) and say to
them: Hear the word of GOD, O
kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem who
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enter by these gates! (21) Thus said
GOD: Guard yourselves for your own
sake against carrying burdens on the
sabbath day, and bringing them
through the gates of Jerusalem. (22)
Nor shall you carry out burdens
from your houses on the sabbath
day, or do any work, but you shall
hallow the sabbath day, as I
commanded your ancestors. (23)
(But they would not listen or turn
their ear; they stiffened their necks
and would not pay heed or accept
discipline.) (24) If you obey
Me—declares GOD —and do not
bring in burdens through the gates
of this city on the sabbath day, but
hallow the sabbath day and do no
work on it, (25) then through the
gates of this city shall enter kings
who sit upon the throne of David,
with their officers—riding on
chariots and horses, they and their
officers—and the citizenry of Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
And this city shall be inhabited for
all time. (26) And people shall come
from the towns of Judah and from
the environs of Jerusalem, and from
the land of Benjamin, and from the
Shephelah, and from the hill
country, and from the Negeb,
bringing burnt offerings and
sacrifices, grain offerings and
frankincense, and bringing offerings
of thanksgiving to the House of
GOD. (27) But if you do not obey My
command to hallow the sabbath day
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and to carry in no burdens through
the gates of Jerusalem on the
sabbath day, then I will set fire to its
gates; it shall consume the fortresses
of Jerusalem and it shall not be
extinguished.

Jeremiah 19

(1) Thus said GOD: Go buy a jug of
potter’s ware. And [take| some of
the elders of the people and the
priests, (2) and go out to the Valley
of Ben-hinnom—at the entrance of
the Harsith Gate —and proclaim
there the words that I will speak to
you. (3) Say: “Hear the word of GOD,
O kings of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem! Thus said GOD of Hosts,
the God of Israel: I am going to bring
such disaster upon this place that
the ears of all who hear about it will
tingle. (4) For they and their
ancestors and the kings of Judah
have forsaken Me, and have made
this place alien [to Me]; they have
sacrificed in it to other gods whom
they have not experienced, and they
have filled this place with the blood
of the innocent. (5) They have built
shrines to Baal, to put their children
to the fire as burnt offerings to
Baal—which I never commanded,
never decreed, and which never
came to My mind. (6) Assuredly, a
time is coming—declares GOD
—when this place shall no longer be
called Topheth or Valley of
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Ben-hinnom, but Valley of
Slaughter. (7) “And I will frustrate
the plans of Judah and Jerusalem in
this place. I will cause them to fall
by the sword before their enemies,
by the hand of those who seek their
lives; and I will give their carcasses
as food to the birds of the sky and
the beasts of the earth. (8) And]1
will make this city an object of
horror and hissing; everyone who
passes by it will be appalled and will
hiss over all its wounds. (9) And I
will cause them to eat the flesh of
their sons and the flesh of their
daughters, and they shall devour
one another’s flesh—because of the
desperate straits to which they will
be reduced by their enemies, who
seek their life.” (10) Then you shall
smash the jug in the sight of those
who go with you, (11) and say to
them: “Thus said GOD of Hosts: So
will I smash this people and this
city, as one smashes a potter’s
vessel, which can never be mended.
And they shall bury in Topheth until
no room is left for burying. (12) That
is what I will do to this place and its
inhabitants—declares GOD. I will
make this city like Topheth: (13) the
houses of Jerusalem and the houses
of the kings of Judah shall be
impure, like that place Topheth—all
the houses on the roofs of which
offerings were made to the whole
host of heaven and libations were
poured out to other gods.” (14)

197 1772 op7em ia aipn2
ANI OYD1 "WRan T DN
DRI A1Y7 23807 BN7237NY
TYITNR AR () YIRT NRgAY
T9Y T3V 73 TR MY NN
(0) 130202377y PWN O

32 PR 012 T2TNR DR
K0 YT WK 02

017 7% WK pitnd ivna
AW ) 10Dl "Wipan) 0N
072770 DWIRT "PY? pRRaT

| TRR™T2 DR 072K (R°) SRR
770 Y7 TAWR 123 NIRIE A
Nayh R NRTT VTN
12777 227N YN 8T 27Ny
112R7 Dipn TRR M2R° NHNA TiY
17083 117 DipR? Ay ()
DRI 1Y NN NN7Y PRV

p1 oY) op2 M () (nan3
DRI NONT Dipnd 77 "
DRy 1IeR WK o°h20 997
0393 TR QAW RI¥ 907

{2} ‘708 DFX?

WK NYATR IR K2 (7)
X2 Ty NAT? oY T 7Y
tabinaiopl Sl SRR

niNaY 71 88T (W) {0}
TYIIN 2R 237 R N
Y2 DR WT9979] DN
WRT "R TRY "AN3T TN

31



Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

When Jeremiah returned from
Topheth, where GOD had sent him
to prophesy, he stood in the court of
the House of GOD and said to all the
people: (15) “Thus said GOD of
Hosts, the God of Israel: I am going
to bring upon this city and upon all
its villages all the disaster thatI
have decreed against it, for they
have stiffened their necks and
refused to heed My words.”

Jeremiah 20

(1) Pashhur son of Immer, the priest
who was chief officer of the House of
GOD, heard Jeremiah prophesy
these things. (2) Pashhur thereupon
had Jeremiah flogged and put in the
cell at the Upper Benjamin Gate in
the House of GOD. (3) The next day,
Pashhur released Jeremiah from the
cell.

But Jeremiah said to him, “GOD has
named you not Pashhur, but
Magor-missabib. (4) For thus said
GOD: I am going to deliver you and
all your friends over to terror: they
will fall by the sword of their
enemies while you look on. I will
deliver all Judah into the hands of
the king of Babylon; he will exile
them to Babylon or put them to the
sword. (5) And I will deliver all the
wealth, all the riches, and all the
prized possessions of this city, and I
will also deliver all the treasures of
the kings of Judah into the hands of
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their enemies: they shall seize them
as plunder and carry them off to
Babylon. (6) As for you, Pashhur,
and all who live in your house, you
shall go into captivity. You shall
come to Babylon; there you shall die
and there you shall be buried, and so
shall all your friends to whom you
prophesied falsely.” (7) You enticed
me, O ETERNAL One, and [ was
enticed;

You overpowered me and You
prevailed.

I have become a constant
laughingstock,

Everyone jeers at me. (8) For every
time I speak, I must cry out,

Must shout, “Lawlessness and
rapine!”

For the word of GOD causes me
Constant disgrace and contempt. (9)
I thought, “Iwill not mention it,

No more will I speak in God’s
name”—

But [the divine word] was like a
raging fire in my heart,

Shut up in my bones;

I could not hold it in, I was helpless.
(10) I heard the whispers of the
crowd—

Terror all around:

“Inform! Let us inform against him!”
All my [supposed] friends

Are waiting for me to stumble:
“Perhaps he can be entrapped,

And we can prevail against him
And take our vengeance on him.”
(11) But GOD is with me like a
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mighty warrior;

Therefore my persecutors shall
stumble;

They shall not prevail and shall not
succeed.

They shall be utterly shamed

With a humiliation for all time,
Which shall not be forgotten. (12) O
GOD of Hosts, You who test the
righteous,

Who examine the heart and the
mind,

Let me see Your retribution upon
them,

For I lay my case before You. (13)
Sing unto GOD,

Praise GOD —

Who has rescued the needy

From the hands of evildoers! (14)
Accursed be the day

That I was born!

Let not the day be blessed

When my mother bore me! (15)
Accursed be the man

Who brought my father the news
And said, “A boy

Is born to you,”

And gave him such joy! (16) Let that
man become like the cities that GOD
overthrew without relenting!

Let him hear shrieks in the morning
And battle shouts at noontide— (17)
Because [God] did not kill me before
birth

So that my mother might be my
grave,

And her womb big [with me] for all
time. (18) Why did I ever issue from
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the womb,
To see misery and woe,
To spend all my days in shame!

Jeremiah 22

(1) Thus said GOD: Go down to the
palace of the king of Judah, where
you shall utter this word. (2) Say:
“Hear the word of GOD: O king of
Judah, you who sit on the throne of
David, and your courtiers and your
subjects who enter these gates! (3)
Thus said GOD: Do what is just and
right; rescue from the defrauder
anyone who is robbed; do not wrong
the stranger, the fatherless, and the
widow; commit no lawless act, and
do not shed the blood of the
innocent in this place. (4) For if you
fulfill this command, then through
the gates of this palace shall enter
kings of David’s line who sit upon
his throne, riding horse-drawn
chariots, with their courtiers and
their subjects. (5) Butif you do not
heed these commands, [ swear by
Myself—declares GOD —that this
palace shall become a ruin.” (6) For
thus said GOD concerning the royal
palace of Judah:

You are as Gilead to Me,

As the summit of Lebanon;

But I will make you a desert,
Uninhabited towns. (7) I will
appoint destroyers against you,
Each with his tools;

They shall cut down your choicest
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cedars
And make them fall into the fire.

(8) And when many nations pass by
this city and people ask one another,
“Why did GOD do thus to that great
city?” (9) the reply will be, “Because
they forsook the covenant with the
ETERNAL their God and bowed
down to other gods and served
them.” (10) Do not weep for the
dead
And do not lament for him;

Weep rather for him who is leaving,
For he shall never come back
To see the land of his birth!

(11) For thus said GOD concerning
Shallum son of King Josiah of Judah,
who succeeded his father Josiah as
king, but who has gone forth from
this place: He shall never come back.
(12) He shall die in the place to
which he was exiled, and he shall
not see this land again. (13) Ha! He
who builds his house with
unfairness
And his upper chambers with
injustice,

Who makes his neighbors work
without pay
And does not give them their wages,

(14) Who thinks: I will build me a
vast palace
With spacious upper chambers,
Provided with windows,

Paneled in cedar,

Painted with vermilion! (15) Do you
think you are more a king

Because you compete in cedar?
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Your father ate and drank

And dispensed justice and equity—

Then all went well with him. (16) He

upheld the rights of the poor and
needy—

Then all was well.

That is truly heeding Me—declares
GOD. (17) But your eyes and your

mind are only

On ill-gotten gains,

On shedding the blood of the

innocent,

On committing fraud and violence.
(18) Assuredly, thus said GOD
concerning Jehoiakim son of Josiah,

king of Judah:

They shall not mourn for him,

“Ah, brother! Ah, sister!”.

They shall not mourn for him,

“Ah, lord! Ah, his majesty!” (19) He
shall have the burial of a donkey,

Dragged out and left lying

Outside the gates of Jerusalem. (20)

Climb Lebanon and cry out,

Raise your voice in Bashan,

Cry out from Abarim,

For all your lovers are crushed. (21) I
spoke to you when you were

prosperous;

You said, “I will not listen.”

That was your way ever since your

youth,

You would not heed Me. (22) All

your shepherds shall be devoured by

the wind,

And your lovers shall go into

captivity.

Then you shall be shamed and
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humiliated {p} :ATA2
Because of all your depravity. (23)

You who dwell in Lebanon,

Nestled among the cedars,

How much grace will you have

When pains come upon you,

Travail as in childbirth!

(24) As I live—declares GOD —if
you, O King Coniah, son of
Jehoiakim, of Judah, were a signet
on my right hand, I would tear you
off even from there. (25) I will
deliver you into the hands of those
who seek your life, into the hands of
those you dread, into the hands of
King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon
and into the hands of the Chaldeans.
(26) I will hurl you and the mother
who bore you into another land,
where you were not born; there you
shall both die. (27) They shall not
return to the land that they yearn to
come back to. (28) Is this man
Coniah
A wretched broken pot,

A vessel no one wants?

Why are he and his offspring hurled
out,

And cast away in a land they knew
not? (29) O land, land, land,

Hear the word of GOD ! (30) Thus
said GOD:

Record this man as without
succession,

One who shall never be found
acceptable;

For none of his offspring shall be
accepted
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To sit on the throne of David
And to rule again in Judah.

Jeremiah 24

(1) GOD showed me two baskets of
figs, placed in front of the Temple of
GOD. This was after King
Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon had
exiled King Jeconiah son of
Jehoiakim of Judah, and the officials
of Judah, and the artisans and
smiths, and had brought them from
Jerusalem to Babylon. (2) One
basket contained very good figs, like
first-ripened figs, and the other
basket contained very bad figs, so
bad that they could not be eaten. (3)
And GOD said to me, “What do you
see, Jeremiah?” I answered,
“Figs—the good ones are very good,
and the bad ones very bad, so bad
that they cannot be eaten.” (4) Then
the word of GOD came to me: (5)
Thus said the ETERNAL, the God of
Israel: As with these good figs, so
will I single out for good the Judean
exiles whom I have driven out from
this place to the land of the
Chaldeans. (6) I will look upon
them favorably, and I will bring
them back to this land; I will build
them and not overthrow them; I will
plant them and not uproot them.

(7) And I will give them the
understanding to acknowledge Me,
for I am GOD. And they shall be My
people and I will be their God, when
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they turn back to Me with all their
heart. (8) And like the bad figs,
which are so bad that they cannot be
eaten—thus said GOD —so will I
treat King Zedekiah of Judah and his
officials and the remnant of
Jerusalem that is left in this land,
and those who are living in the land
of Egypt: (9) I will make them a
horror—an evil—to all the
kingdoms of the earth, a disgrace
and a proverb, a byword and a curse
in all the places to which I banish
them. (10) I will send the sword,
famine, and pestilence against them
until they are exterminated from the
land that I gave to them and their
ancestors.

Jeremiah 26

(1) At the beginning of the reign of
King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of
Judabh, this word came from GOD:
(2) “Thus said GOD: Stand in the
court of the House of GOD, and
speak to [the inhabitants of] all the
towns of Judah, who are coming to
worship in the House of GOD, all the
words that I command you to speak
to them. Do not omit anything. (3)
Perhaps they will listen and turn
back, each from their own evil way,
that I may renounce the punishment
I am planning to bring upon them
for their wicked acts. (4) “Say to
them: Thus said GOD: If you do not
obey Me, abiding by the Teaching
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that I have set before you, (5)
heeding the words of My servants
the prophets whom I have been
sending to you persistently—but
you have not heeded— (6) then I
will make this House like Shiloh,
and I will make this city a curse for
all the nations of earth.” (7) The
priests and prophets and all the
people heard Jeremiah speaking
these words in the House of GOD.
(8) And when Jeremiah finished
speaking all that GOD had
commanded him to speak to all the
people, the priests and the prophets
and all the people seized him,
shouting, “You shall die! (9) How
dare you prophesy in the name of
GOD that this House shall become
like Shiloh and this city be made
desolate, without inhabitants?” And
all the people crowded about
Jeremiah in the House of GOD. (10)
When the officials of Judah heard
about this, they went up from the
king’s palace to the House of GOD
and held a session at the entrance of
the New Gate of the House of GOD.
(11) The priests and prophets said to
the officials and to all the people,
“This man deserves the death
penalty, for he has prophesied
against this city, as you yourselves
have heard.” (12) Jeremiah said to
the officials and to all the people, “It
was GOD who sent me to prophesy
against this House and this city all
the words you heard. (13) Therefore

078 M2W 238 WYX O°R3T

() :DRyRY N7 oW 0w
77U 777 MR07DY "N

0% [ART3] (NRTT) 1YY
{0} 7770 927 79707
PR3] 3797 R (1)

N3TH WRTNR 0gTI)

(M) :'7 M°33 7787 0°7277°N

NR 277 397 13923 1N
OgI™227% 1317 ' MXTIWR2
O°R°237 07320 AR 1enn
IR (0) ;PR NI MN? DY)
a7 i YU TAR? Towl 00
WP XM 2700 NRFT YT I
7R RN oY Ypn
0270 DR 77 W 139n8). ()
T 073 720070730 780 TIRT
WD 1YY nng3 13w
07327 YRR (X) {0}
DyI™227R) DTN DR
R332 77 WR? N0 THNY
DRYNY YR NNTT 1YTTR
TR MR (D) 103N

TN DYTTI27ORY DAY
iR aich il SietnpRaiplvi
0°2377772 DR NRTT Y98
2P0 7OV () [DAYRY WYY

11 2122 9ne 0277y 827071
W TYITON T O 0N
D723 °337 381 (1) 1DR°2¥ 13T

41



Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

mend your ways and your acts, and
heed the ETERNAL your God, that
GOD may renounce the punishment
that has been decreed for you. (14)
As for me, I am in your hands: do to
me what seems good and right to
you. (15) But know that if you put

me to death, you and this city and its

inhabitants will be guilty of
shedding an innocent’s blood. For in
truth GOD has sent me to you, to
speak all these words to you.” (16)
Then the officials and all the people
said to the priests and prophets,
“This man does not deserve the
death penalty, for he spoke to usin
the name of the ETERNAL our God.”
(17) And some of the elders of the
land arose and said to the entire
assemblage of the people, (18)
“Micah the Morashtite, who
prophesied in the days of King
Hezekiah of Judah, said to all the
people of Judah: “Thus said GOD of
Hosts:

Zion shall be plowed as a field,
Jerusalem shall become heaps of
ruins

And the Temple Mount a shrine in
the woods. (19) Did King Hezekiah
of Judah, and all Judah, put him to
death? Did he not rather fear GOD
and implore GOD, so that GOD
renounced the punishment He had
decreed against them? We are about
to do great injury to ourselves!” (20)
There was also a man prophesying
in the name of GOD, Uriah son of
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Shemaiah from Kiriath-jearim, who
prophesied against this city and this
land the same things as Jeremiah.
(21) King Jehoiakim and all his
warriors and all the officials heard
about his address, and the king
wanted to put him to death. Uriah
heard of this and fled in fear, and
came to Egypt. (22) But King
Jehoiakim sent agents—EInathan
son of Achbor and several men
under him—to Egypt. (23) They
took Uriah out of Egypt and brought
him to King Jehoiakim, who had him
put to the sword and his body
thrown into the burial place of the
common people. (24) However,
Ahikam son of Shaphan protected
Jeremiah, so that he was not handed
over to the people for execution.

Jeremiah 28

(1) That year, early in the reign of
King Zedekiah of Judah, in the fifth
month of the fourth year, the
prophet Hananiah son of Azzur, who
was from Gibeon, spoke to me in the
House of GOD, in the presence of the
priests and all the people. He said:
(2) “Thus said GOD of Hosts, the
God of Israel: I hereby break the yoke
of the king of Babylon. (3) In two
years, | will restore to this place all
the vessels of the House of GOD that
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
took from this place and brought to
Babylon. (4) And I will bring back to
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this place King Jeconiah son of
Jehoiakim of Judah, and all the
Judean exiles who went to
Babylon—declares GOD. Yes, I will
break the yoke of the king of
Babylon.” (5) Then the prophet
Jeremiah answered the prophet
Hananiah in the presence of the
priests and of all the people who
were standing in the House of GOD.
(6) The prophet Jeremiah said:
“Amen! May GOD do so! May GOD
fulfill what you have prophesied and
bring back from Babylon to this
place the vessels of the House of
GOD and all the exiles! (7) But just
listen to this word that I address to
you and to all the people: (8) The
prophets who lived before you and
me from ancient times prophesied
war, disaster, and pestilence against
many lands and great kingdoms. (9)
So if a prophet prophesies good
fortune, then only when the word of
the prophet comes true can it be
known that GOD really sent him.”
(10) But the prophet Hananiah
removed the bar from the neck of
the prophet Jeremiah, and broke it;
(11) and Hananiah said in the
presence of all the people, “Thus
said GOD: So will I break the yoke of
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
from off the necks of all the nations,
in two years.” And the prophet
Jeremiah went on his way. (12) After
the prophet Hananiah had broken
the bar from off the neck of the
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prophet Jeremiah, the word of GOD
came to Jeremiah: (13) “Go say to
Hananiah: Thus said GOD: You
broke bars of wood, but you shall
make bars of iron instead. (14) For
thus said GOD of Hosts, the God of
Israel: I have put an iron yoke upon
the necks of all those nations, that
they may serve King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon—and
serve him they shall!  have even
given the wild beasts to him.” (15)
And the prophet Jeremiah said to the
prophet Hananiah, “Listen,
Hananiah! GOD did not send you,
and you have given this people lying
assurances. (16) Assuredly, thus said
GOD: I am going to banish you from
off the earth. This year you shall die,
for you have urged disloyalty to
GOD.” (17) And the prophet
Hananiah died that year, in the
seventh month.

Jeremiah 29

(1) This is the text of the letter that
the prophet Jeremiah sent from
Jerusalem to the priests, the
prophets, the rest of the elders of the
exile community, and to all the
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had
exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon—
(2) after King Jeconiah, the queen
mother, the eunuchs, the officials of
Judah and Jerusalem, and the
artisans and smiths had left
Jerusalem. (3) [The letter was sent]
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through Elasah son of Shaphan and
Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom
King Zedekiah of Judah had
dispatched to Babylon, to King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. (4)
Thus said GOD of Hosts, the God of
Israel, to the whole community that
I exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon:
(5) Build houses and live in them,
plant gardens and eat their fruit. (6)
You should take wives and beget
sons and daughters; and you should
take wives for your sons, and give
your daughters to husbands, that
they may bear sons and daughters.
Multiply there, do not decrease. (7)
And seek the welfare of the city to
which I have exiled you and pray to
GOD in its behalf; for in its
prosperity you shall prosper. (8) For
thus said GOD of Hosts, the God of
Israel: Let not the prophets and
diviners in your midst deceive you,
and pay no heed to the dreams they
dream. (9) For they prophesy to you
in My name falsely; I did not send
them—declares GOD. (10) For thus
said GOD: When Babylon’s seventy
years are over, I will take note of
you, and I will fulfill to you My
promise of favor—to bring you back
to this place. (11) For I am mindful
of the plans I have made concerning
you—declares GOD —plans for your
welfare, not for disaster, to give you
a hopeful future. (12) When you call
Me, and come and pray to Me,  will
give heed to you. (13) You will
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search for Me and find Me, if only
you seek Me wholeheartedly. (14) I
will be at hand for you—declares
GOD —and I will restore your
fortunes. And I will gather you from
all the nations and from all the
places to which I have banished
you—declares GOD —and [ will
bring you back to the place from
which I have exiled you. (15) But you
say, “GOD has raised up prophets for
us in Babylon.” (16) Thus said GOD
concerning the king who sits on the
throne of David, and concerning all
the people who dwell in this city,
your kinsfolk who did not go out
with you into exile— (17) thus said
GOD of Hosts: I am going to let loose
sword, famine, and pestilence
against them and I will treat them as
loathsome figs, so bad that they
cannot be eaten. (18) I will pursue
them with the sword, with famine,
and with pestilence; and I will make
them a horror to all the kingdoms of
the earth, an execration and an
object of horror and hissing and
scorn among all the nations to
which I shall banish them, (19)
because they did not heed My
words—declares GOD —when I
persistently sent to them My
servants, the prophets, and they did
not heed—declares GOD. (20) But
you, the whole exile community that
I banished from Jerusalem to
Babylon, hear the word of GOD !

(21) Thus said GOD of Hosts, the
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God of Israel, concerning Ahab son
of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son of
Maaseiah, who prophesy falsely to
you in My name: I am going to
deliver them into the hands of King
Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon, and he
shall put them to death before your
eyes. (22) And the whole
community of Judah in Babylonia
shall use a curse derived from their
fate: “May God make you like
Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king
of Babylon consigned to the
flames!”— (23) because they did
vile things in Israel, committing
adultery with the wives of their
fellows and speaking in My name
false words that I had not
commanded them. I am the One
who knows and bears
witness—declares GOD. (24)
Concerning Shemaiah the
Nehelamite you shall say: (25) Thus
said GOD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
Because you sent letters in your own
name to all the people in Jerusalem,
to Zephaniah son of Maaseiah and
to the rest of the priests, as follows,
(26) “GOD appointed you priest in
place of the priest Jehoiada, to
exercise authority in the House of
GOD over every maniac who wants
to play the prophet, to put them into
the stocks and into the pillory. (27)
Now why have you not rebuked
Jeremiah the Anathothite, who plays
the prophet among you? (28) For he
has actually sent a message to us in
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Babylon to this effect: It will be a
long time. Build houses and live in
them, plant gardens and enjoy their
fruit.”— (29) When the priest
Zephaniah read this letter in the
hearing of the prophet Jeremiah,
(30) the word of GOD came to
Jeremiah: (31) Send a message to the
entire exile community: “Thus said
GOD concerning Shemaiah the
Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah
prophesied to you, though I did not
send him, and made you false
promises, (32) assuredly, thus said
GOD: I am going to punish
Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his
offspring. There shall be no one of
his line dwelling among this people
or seeing the good things I am going
to do for My people—declares GOD
—for he has urged disloyalty toward
GOD.”

Jeremiah 31

(1) At that time—declares GOD —I
will be God to all the clans of Israel,
and they shall be My people. (2)
Thus said GOD:

The people escaped from the sword,
Found favor in the wilderness;
When Israel was marching
homeward (3) GOD was revealed
long ago.

Eternal love I conceived for you
then;

Therefore I continue My grace to
you. (4) I will build you firmly again,
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O Maiden Israel!

Again you shall take up your
hand-drums

And go forth to the rhythm of the
dancers. (5) Again you shall plant
vineyards

On the hills of Samaria;

You shall plant and live to enjoy the
fruit. (6) For the day is coming when
watchmen

Shall proclaim on the heights of
Ephraim:

Come, let us go up to Zion,

To the ETERNAL our God! (7) For
thus said GOD:

Cry out in joy for Jacob,

Shout at the crossroads of the
nations!

Sing aloud in praise, and say:

Save, O ETERNAL One, Your people,
The remnant of Israel. (8) I will
bring them in from the northland,
Gather them from the ends of the
earth—

The blind and the lame among
them,

Those with child and those in
labor—

In a vast throng they shall return
here. (9) They shall come with
weeping,

And with compassion will I guide
them.

I will lead them to streams of water,
By a level road where they will not
stumble.

For I am ever a Father to Israel,
Ephraim is My first-born. (10) Hear
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the word of GOD, O nations,

And tell itin the isles afar.

Say:

The One who scattered Israel will
gather them,

And will guard them as a shepherd
his flock. (11) For GOD will ransom
Jacob,

Redeem him from one too strong for
him. (12) They shall come and shout
on the heights of Zion,

Radiant over GOD’s bounty—

Over new grain and wine and oil,
And over sheep and cattle.

They shall fare like a watered
garden,

They shall never languish again. (13)
Then shall maidens dance gaily,
Young men and old alike.

I will turn their mourning to joy,

I will comfort them and cheer them
in their grief. (14) I will give the
priests their fill of fatness,

And My people shall enjoy My full
bounty

—declares GOD. (15) Thus said
GOD:

A cryis heard in Ramah —

Wailing, bitter weeping—

Rachel weeping for her children.
She refuses to be comforted

For her children, who are gone. (16)
Thus said GOD:

Restrain your voice from weeping,
Your eyes from shedding tears;

For there is a reward for your labor
—declares GOD:

They shall return from the enemy’s
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land. (17) And there is hope for your
future

—declares GOD:

Your children shall return to their
country. (18) I can hear Ephraim
lamenting:

“You have chastised me, and I am
chastised

Like a calf that has not been broken.
Receive me back, let me return,

For You, O ETERNAL One, are my
God. (19) Now that I have turned
back, I am filled with remorse;

Now that I am made aware, I strike
my thigh.

I am ashamed and humiliated,

For I bear the disgrace of my youth.”
(20) Truly, Ephraim is a dear son to
Me,

A child that is dandled!

Whenever I have turned against
him,

My thoughts would dwell on him
still.

That is why My heart yearns for
him;

I will receive him back in love
—declares GOD. (21) Erect markers,
Set up signposts;

Keep in mind the highway,

The road that you traveled.

Return, Maiden Israel!

Return to these towns of yours! (22)
How long will you waver,

O rebellious daughter?

(For GOD has created something
new on earth:

A woman courts a man.) (23) Thus
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said GOD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
They shall again say this in the land
of Judah and in its towns, when I
restore their fortunes:

“GOD bless you,

Abode of righteousness,

O holy mountain!”

(24) Judah and all its towns alike
shall be inhabited by the farmers
and such as move abou with the
flocks. (25) For I will give the thirsty
abundant drink, and satisfy all who
languish. (26) At this I awoke and
looked about, and my sleep had
been pleasant to me. (27) See, a time
is coming—declares GOD —when I
will sow the House of Israel and the
House of Judah with seed of people
and seed of cattle; (28) and justas|I
was watchful over them to uproot
and to pull down, to overthrow and
to destroy and to bring disaster, so I
will be watchful over them to build
and to plant—declares GOD. (29) In
those days, they shall no longer say,
“Parents have eaten sour grapes and
children’s teeth are blunted.” (30)
But every one shall die for their own
sins: whosoever eats sour grapes,
their teeth shall be blunted. (31) See,
a time is coming—declares GOD
—when I will make a new covenant
with the House of Israel and the
House of Judah. (32) It will not be
like the covenant I made with their
ancestors, when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of the land of
Egypt, a covenant that they broke,
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though I espoused them—declares
GOD. (33) But such is the covenantI
will make with the House of Israel
after these days—declares GOD: I
will put My Teaching into their
inmost being and inscribe it upon
their hearts. Then I will be their
God, and they shall be My people.
(34) No longer will they need to
teach one another and say to one
another, “Heed GOD ”; for all of
them, from the least of them to the
greatest, shall heed Me—declares
GOD.

For I will forgive their iniquities,
And remember their sins no more.
(35) Thus said GOD,

Who established the sun for light by
day,

The laws of moon and stars for light
by night,

Who stirs up the sea into roaring
waves,

Whose name is GOD of Hosts: (36) If
these laws should ever be annulled
by Me

—declares GOD —

Only then would the offspring of
Israel cease

To be a nation before Me for all time.
(37) Thus said GOD: If the heavens
above could be measured, and the
foundations of the earth below
could be fathomed, only then would
I reject all the offspring of Israel for
all that they have done—declares
GOD. (38) See, atime s
coming—declares GOD —when the
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city shall be rebuilt for GOD from
the Tower of Hananel to the Corner
Gate; (39) and the measuring line
shall go straight out to the Gareb
Hill, and then turn toward Goah.
(40) And the entire Valley of the
Corpses and Ashes, and all the fields
as far as the Wadi Kidron, and the
corner of the Horse Gate on the east,
shall be holy to GOD. They shall
never again be uprooted or
overthrown.

Jeremiah 32

(1) The word that came to Jeremiah
from GOD in the tenth year of King
Zedekiah of Judah, which was the
eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar.
(2) At that time the army of the king
of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem,
and the prophet Jeremiah was
confined in the prison compound
attached to the palace of the king of
Judah. (3) For King Zedekiah of
Judah had confined him, saying,
“How dare you prophesy: ‘Thus said
GOD: I am delivering this city into
the hands of the king of Babylon,
and he shall capture it. (4) And King
Zedekiah of Judah shall not escape
from the Chaldeans; he shall be
delivered into the hands of the king
of Babylon, and he shall speak to
him face to face and see him in
person.(5) And Zedekiah shall be
brought to Babylon, there to remain
until I take note of him—declares

2% 57300

PR RN TN 1277 (%)
mwyd [wal (nwa) '

T RO T TR VTRTEY

(2) RN T Ty
DIYINIY D08 723 T2 I
TSM2 K7D T NI IR

(3) 3 TR YN 79
VAR TR TRTS W92 W
TN D, TARY X331 AR YIT

T3 NNJT TP 1013

TR TR (7) IR 237N
037 °2 72d TR 7R X7 1P
19T0Y PTIRT) 2337T2R TR Y
73 (7) [PRIA WYDR YY)
"TRY7TY M DY MR TS NN TP
D°7WINN W70 7R 170N K
{2} 70 X7

55


https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.32
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.32

Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

GOD. When you wage war against
the Chaldeans, you shall not be
successful.”” (6) Jeremiah said: The
word of GOD came to me: (7)
Hanamel, the son of your uncle
Shallum, will come to you and say,
“Buy my land in Anathoth, for you
are next in succession to redeem it
by purchase.” (8) And just as GOD
had said, my cousin Hanamel came
to me in the prison compound and
said to me, “Please buy my land in
Anathoth, in the territory of
Benjamin; for the right of succession
is yours, and you have the duty of
redemption. Buy it.” Then I knew
that it was indeed the word of GOD.
(9) So Ibought the land in Anathoth
from my cousin Hanamel. I weighed
out the money to him, seventeen
shekels of silver. (10) I wrote a deed,
sealed it, and had it witnessed; and I
weighed out the silver on a balance.
(11) I took the deed of purchase, the
sealed text and the open one
according to rule and law, (12) and
gave the deed to Baruch son of
Neriah son of Mahseiah in the
presence of my kinsman Hanamel,
of the witnesses who were named in
the deed, and all the Judeans who
were sitting in the prison
compound. (13) In their presence I
charged Baruch as follows: (14) Thus
said GOD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
“Take these documents, this deed of
purchase, the sealed text and the
open one, and put them into an
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earthen jar, so that they may last a
long time.” (15) For thus said GOD
of Hosts, the God of Israel: “Houses,
fields, and vineyards shall again be
purchased in this land.” (16) But
after I had given the deed to Baruch
son of Neriah, I prayed to GOD: (17)
“Ah, my Sovereign GOD ! You made
heaven and earth with Your great
might and outstretched arm.
Nothing is too wondrous for You!
(18) You show kindness to the
thousandth generation, but visit the
guilt of the parents upon their
children after them. O great and
mighty God whose name is GOD of
Hosts, (19) wondrous in purpose
and mighty in deed, whose eyes
observe all the ways of mortals, so as
to repay each one according to their
ways, and with the proper fruit of
their deeds! (20) You displayed
signs and marvels in the land of
Egypt with lasting effect, and won
renown in Israel and among
humankind to this very day. (21)
You freed Your people Israel from
the land of Egypt with signs and
marvels, with a strong hand and an
outstretched arm, and with great
terror. (22) You gave them this land
that You had sworn to their fathers
to give them, a land flowing with
milk and honey, (23) and they came
and took possession of it. But they
did not listen to You or follow Your
Teaching; they did nothing of what
You commanded them to do.
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Therefore you have caused all this
misfortune to befall them. (24) Here
are the siege mounds, raised against
the city to storm it; and the city,
because of sword and famine and
pestilence, is at the mercy of the
Chaldeans who are attacking it.
What You threatened has come to
pass—as You see. (25) Yet You, my
Sovereign GOD, said to me: Buy the
land for money and call in
witnesses—when the city is at the
mercy of the Chaldeans!” (26) Then
the word of GOD came to Jeremiah:
(27) Behold I am GOD, the God of all
flesh. Is anything too wondrous for
Me? (28) Assuredly, thus said GOD:
I am delivering this city into the
hands of the Chaldeans and of King
Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon, and he
shall capture it. (29) And the
Chaldeans who have been attacking
this city shall come and set this city
on fire and burn it down—with the
houses on whose roofs they made
offerings to Baal and poured out
libations to other gods, so as to vex
Me. (30) For the people of Israel and
Judah have done nothing but evil in
My sight since their youth; the
people of Israel have done nothing
but vex Me by their
conduct—declares GOD. (31) This
city has aroused My anger and My
wrath from the day it was built until
this day; so that it must be removed
from My sight (32) because of all the
wickedness of the people of Israel
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and Judah who have so acted as to
vex Me—they, their kings, their
officials, their priests and prophets,
and the citizenry of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. (33) They
turned their backs to Me, not their
faces; though I have taught them
persistently, they do not give heed
or accept rebuke. (34) They placed
their abominations in the House
that bears My name and defiled it;
(35) and they built the shrines of
Baal that are in the Valley of
Ben-hinnom, where they offered up
their sons and daughters to
Molech—when I had never
commanded, or even thought [of
commanding], that they should do
such an abominable thing, and so
bring guilt on Judah. (36) But now,
assuredly, thus said the ETERNAL,
the God of Israel, concerning this
city of which you say, “Itis being
delivered into the hands of the king
of Babylon through the sword,
through famine, and through
pestilence”: (37) See, I will gather
them from all the lands to which I
have banished them in My anger
and wrath, and in great rage; and I
will bring them back to this place
and let them dwell secure. (38)
They shall be My people, and I will
be their God. (39) I will give them a
single heart and a single nature to
revere Me for all time, and it shall be
well with them and their children
after them. (40) And I will make an
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everlasting covenant with them that
I will not turn away from them and
that I will treat them graciously; and
I will put into their hearts reverence
for Me, so that they do not turn
away from Me. (41) I will delightin
treating them graciously, and I will
plant them in this land faithfully,
with all My heart and soul. (42) For
thus said GOD: As I have brought
this terrible disaster upon this
people, so I am going to bring upon
them the vast good fortune that I
have promised for them. (43) And
fields shall again be purchased in
this land of which you say, “Itis a
desolation, without humans or
animals; it is delivered into the
hands of the Chaldeans.” (44) Fields
shall be purchased, and deeds
written and sealed, and witnesses
called in the land of Benjamin and in
the environs of Jerusalem, and in the
towns of Judah; the towns of the hill
country, the towns of the Shephelah,
and the towns of the Negeb. For I
will restore their fortunes—declares
GOD.

Jeremiah 35

(1) The word that came to Jeremiah
from GOD in the days of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah: (2)
Go to the house of the Rechabites
and speak to them, and bring them
to the House of GOD, to one of the
chambers, and give them wine to
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drink. (3) So I took Jaazaniah son of
Jeremiah son of Habazziniah, and
his brothers, all his sons, and all the
men in the household of the
Rechabites; (4) and I brought them

to the House of GOD, to the chamber

of the sons of Hanan son of Igdaliah,
the agent of God, which is next to
the chamber of the officials and
above the chamber of Maaseiah son
of Shallum, the guardian of the
threshold. (5) I set bowls full of
wine and cups before the
Rechabites, and said to them, “Have
some wine.” (6) They replied, “We
will not drink wine, for our ancestor,
Jonadab son of Rechab, commanded
us: ‘You shall never drink wine,
either you or your children. (7) Nor
shall you build houses or sow fields
or plant vineyards, nor shall you
own such things; but you shall live
in tents all your days, so that you
may live long upon the land where
you sojourn.” (8) And we have
obeyed our ancestor Jonadab son of
Rechab in all that he commanded
us: we never drink wine, neither we
nor our wives nor our sons and
daughters. (9) Nor do we build
houses to live in, and we do not own
vineyards or fields for sowing; (10)
but we live in tents. We have obeyed
and done all that our ancestor
Jonadab commanded us. (11) But
when King Nebuchadrezzar of
Babylon invaded the country, we
said, ‘Come, let us go into Jerusalem
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because of the army of the
Chaldeans and the army of Aram.
And so we are living in Jerusalem.”
(12) Then the word of GOD came to
Jeremiah: (13) Thus said GOD of
Hosts, the God of Israel: Go say to
the citizenry of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem: “You can
learn alesson [here] about obeying
My commands—declares GOD. (14)
The commands of Jonadab son of
Rechab have been fulfilled: he
charged his children not to drink
wine, and to this day they have not
drunk, in obedience to the charge of
their ancestor. But I spoke to you
persistently, and you did not listen
to Me. (15) I persistently sent you all
My servants, the prophets, to say:
‘Turn back, every one of you, from
your wicked ways and mend your
deeds; do not follow other gods or
serve them. Then you may remain
on the land that I gave to you and
your ancestors.’ But you did not give
ear or listen to Me. (16) The family
of Jonadab son of Rechab have
indeed fulfilled the charge that their
ancestor gave them; but this people
has not listened to Me. (17)
Assuredly, thus said the ETERNAL,
the God of Hosts, the God of Israel: I
am going to bring upon Judah and
upon all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem all the disaster with
which I have threatened them; for I
spoke to them, but they would not
listen; I called to them, but they
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would not respond.” (18) And to the
family of the Rechabites Jeremiah
said: “Thus said GOD of Hosts, the
God of Israel: Because you have
obeyed the charge of your ancestor
Jonadab and kept all his
commandments, and done all that
he enjoined upon you, (19)
assuredly, thus said GOD of Hosts,
the God of Israel: There shall never
cease to be someone from the line of
Jonadab son of Rechab standing
before Me.”

Jeremiah 36

(1) In the fourth year of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah,
this word came to Jeremiah from
GOD: (2) Get a scroll and write upon
it all the words that I have spoken to
you—concerning Israel and Judah
and all the nations—from the time I
first spoke to you in the days of
Josiah to this day. (3) Perhaps when
the House of Judah hear of all the
disasters I intend to bring upon
them, they will turn back from their
wicked ways, and I will pardon their
iniquity and their sin. (4) So
Jeremiah called Baruch son of
Neriah; and Baruch wrote down in
the scroll, at Jeremiah’s dictation, all
the words that GOD had spoken to
him. (5) Jeremiah instructed Baruch,
“Iam in hiding; [ cannot go to the
House of GOD. (6) Butyou go and
read aloud GOD’s words from the
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scroll that you wrote at my
dictation, to all the people in the
House of GOD on a fast day; thus
you will also be reading them to all
the Judeans who come in from the
towns. (7) Perhaps their entreaty
will be accepted by GOD, if they turn
back from their wicked ways. For
greatis the anger and wrath with
which GOD has threatened this
people.” (8) Baruch son of Neriah
did just as the prophet Jeremiah had
instructed him, about reading
GOD’s words from the scroll in the
House of GOD. (9) In the ninth
month of the fifth year of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, all
the people in Jerusalem and all the
people coming from Judah
proclaimed a fast before GOD in
Jerusalem. (10) It was then that
Baruch—in the chamber of
Gemariah son of Shaphan the scribe,
in the upper court, near the new
gateway of the House of GOD —read
the words of Jeremiah from the
scroll to all the people in the House
of GOD. (11) Micaiah son of
Gemariah son of Shaphan heard all
the words of GOD [read] from the
scroll, (12) and he went down to the
king’s palace, to the chamber of the
scribe. There he found all the
officials in session: Elishama the
scribe, Delaiah son of Shemaiah,
Elnathan son of Achbor, Gemariah
son of Shaphan, Zedekiah son of
Hananiah, and all the other officials.
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(13) And Micaiah told them all that
he had heard as Baruch read from
the scroll in the hearing of the
people. (14) Then all the officials
sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah son of
Shelemiah son of Cushi to say to
Baruch, “Take that scroll from which
you read to the people, and come
along!” And Baruch took the scroll
and came to them. (15) They said,
“Sit down and read it to us.” And
Baruch read it to them. (16) When
they heard all these words, they
turned to each other in fear; and
they said to Baruch, “We must
report all this to the king.” (17) And
they questioned Baruch further,
“Tell us how you wrote down all
these words that he spoke.” (18) He
answered them, “He himself recited
all those words to me, and I would
write them down in the scroll in
ink.” (19) The officials said to
Baruch, “Go into hiding, you and
Jeremiah. Don’t let a soul know
where you are!” (20) And they went
to the king in the court, after leaving
the scroll in the chamber of the
scribe Elishama. And they reported
all these matters to the king. (21)
The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll
and he fetched it from the chamber
of the scribe Elishama. Jehudi read it
to the king and to all the officials
who were in attendance on the king.
(22) Since it was the ninth month,
the king was sitting in the winter
house, with a fire burning in the
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brazier before him. (23) And every
time Jehudi read three or four
columns, [the king] would cut it up
with a scribe’s knife and throw it
into the fire in the brazier, until the
entire scroll was consumed by the
fire in the brazier. (24) Yet the king
and all his courtiers who heard all
these words showed no fear and did
not tear their garments; (25)
moreover, Elnathan, Delaiah, and
Gemariah begged the king not to
burn the scroll, but he would not
listen to them. (26) The king ordered
Jerahmeel, the king’s son, and
Seraiah son of Azriel, and Shelemiah
son of Abdeel to arrest the scribe
Baruch and the prophet Jeremiah.
But GOD hid them. (27) The word of
GOD came to Jeremiah after the king
had burned the scroll containing the
words that Baruch had written at
Jeremiah’s dictation: (28) Get
yourself another scroll, and write
upon it the same words that were in
the first scroll that was burned by
King Jehoiakim of Judah. (29) And
concerning King Jehoiakim of Judah
you shall say: Thus said GOD: You
burned that scroll, saying, “How
dare you write in it that the king of
Babylon will come and destroy this
land and cause human and animal
to cease from it?” (30) Assuredly,
thus said GOD concerning King
Jehoiakim of Judah: He shall not
have any of his line sitting on the
throne of David; and his own corpse
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shall be left exposed to the heat by
day and the cold by night. (31) And I
will punish him and his offspring
and his courtiers for their iniquity; I
will bring on them and on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem and on all
the citizenry of Judah all the
disasters of which I have warned
them—but they would not listen.
(32) So Jeremiah got another scroll
and gave it to the scribe Baruch son
of Neriah. And at Jeremiah’s
dictation, he wrote in it the whole
text of the scroll that King Jehoiakim
of Judah had burned; and more of
the like was added.

Jeremiah 37

(1) Zedekiah son of Josiah became
king instead of Coniah son of
Jehoiakim, for King Nebuchadrezzar
of Babylon set him up as king over
the land of Judah. (2) Neither he nor
his courtiers nor the people of the
land gave heed to the words that
GOD spoke through the prophet
Jeremiah. (3) Yet King Zedekiah sent
Jehucal son of Shelemiah and
Zephaniah son of the priest
Maaseiah to the prophet Jeremiah,
to say, “Please pray on our behalf to
the ETERNAL our God.” (4)
(Jeremiah could still go in and out
among the people, for they had not
yet put him in prison. (5) The army
of Pharaoh had set out from Egypt;
and when the Chaldeans who were
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besieging Jerusalem heard the
report, they raised the siege of
Jerusalem.) (6) Then the word of
GOD came to the prophet Jeremiah:
(7) Thus said the ETERNAL, the God
of Israel: Thus shall you say to the
king of Judah who sent you to Me to
inquire of Me: “The army of
Pharaoh, which set out to help you,
will return to its own land, to Egypt.
(8) And the Chaldeans will come
back and attack this city and they
will capture it and destroy it by fire.”
(9) Thus said GOD: Do not delude
yourselves into thinking, “The
Chaldeans will go away from us.”
They will not. (10) Even if you
defeated the whole army of the
Chaldeans that are fighting against
you, and only wounded men were
left lying in their tents, they would
get up and burn this city down! (11)
When the army of the Chaldeans
raised the siege of Jerusalem on
account of the army of Pharaoh, (12)
Jeremiah was going to leave
Jerusalem and go to the territory of
Benjamin to share in some property
there among the people. (13) When
he got to the Benjamin Gate, there
was a guard officer there named
Irijah son of Shelemiah son of
Hananiah; and he arrested the
prophet Jeremiah, saying, “You are
defecting to the Chaldeans!” (14)
Jeremiah answered, “That’s a lie! I'm
not defecting to the Chaldeans!” But
Irijah would not listen to him; he
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arrested Jeremiah and brought him
to the officials. (15) The officials
were furious with Jeremiah; they
beat him and put him into prison, in
the house of the scribe
Jonathan—for it had been made
into ajail. (16) Thus Jeremiah came
to the pit and the cells,
and Jeremiah remained there a long
time. (17) Then King Zedekiah sent
for him, and the king questioned
him secretly in his palace. He asked,
“Is there any word from GOD ?”
“There is!” Jeremiah answered, and
he continued, “You will be delivered
into the hands of the king of
Babylon.” (18) And Jeremiah said to
King Zedekiah, “What wrong have I
done to you, to your courtiers, and
to this people, that you have put me
injail? (19) And where are those
prophets of yours who prophesied to
you that the king of Babylon would
never move against you and against
this land? (20) Now, please hear me,
O lord king, and grant my plea:
Don’t send me back to the house of
the scribe Jonathan to die there.”
(21) So King Zedekiah gave
instructions to lodge Jeremiah in the
prison compound and to supply him
daily with a loaf of bread from the
Bakers’ Street—until all the bread in
the city was gone. Jeremiah
remained in the prison compound.

Jeremiah 39
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(1) In the ninth year of King
Zedekiah of Judah, in the tenth
month, King Nebuchadrezzar of
Babylon moved against Jerusalem
with his whole army, and they laid
siege to it. (2) And in the eleventh
year of Zedekiah, on the ninth day of
the fourth month, the [walls of] the
city were breached. (3) All the
officers of the king of Babylon
entered, and took up quarters at the
middle gate—Nergal-sarezer,
Samgar-nebo, Sarsechim the
Rab-saris, Nergal-sarezer the
Rab-mag, and all the rest of the
officers of the king of Babylon. (4)
When King Zedekiah of Judah saw
them, he and all the soldiers fled.
They left the city at night, by way of
the king’s garden, through the gate
between the double walls; and he
set out toward the Arabah.

(5) But the Chaldean troops pursued
them, and they overtook Zedekiah in
the steppes of Jericho. They
captured him and brought him
before King Nebuchadrezzar of
Babylon at Riblah in the region of
Hamath; and he put him on trial.
(6) The king of Babylon had
Zedekiah’s sons slaughtered at
Riblah before his eyes; the king of
Babylon had all the nobles of Judah
slaughtered. (7) Then the eyes of
Zedekiah were put out and he was
chained in bronze fetters, that he
might be brought to Babylon. (8)
The Chaldeans burned down the
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king’s palace and the houses

of the people by fire, and they tore
down the walls of Jerusalem. (9)
The remnant of the people that was
left in the city, and the defectors
who had gone over to him—the
remnant of the people that was
left—were exiled by Nebuzaradan,
the chief of the guards, to Babylon.
(10) But some of the poorest people
who owned nothing were left in the
land of Judah by Nebuzaradan, the
chief of the guards, and he gave
them vineyards and fields at that
time. (11) King Nebuchadrezzar of
Babylon had given orders to
Nebuzaradan, the chief of the
guards, concerning Jeremiah: (12)
“Take him and look after him; do
him no harm, but grant whatever he
asks of you.” (13) So Nebuzaradan,
the chief of the guards, and
Nebushazban the Rab-saris, and
Nergal-sarezer the Rab-mag, and all
the commanders of the king of
Babylon sent (14) and had Jeremiah
brought from the prison compound.
They committed him to the care of
Gedaliah son of Ahikam son of
Shaphan, that he might be left at
liberty in a house. So he dwelt
among the people. (15) The word of
GOD had come to Jeremiah while he
was still confined in the prison
compound: (16) Go and say to
Ebed-melech the Cushite: “Thus
said GOD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
I am going to fulfill My words
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concerning this city—for disaster,
not for good—and they shall come
true on that day in your presence.
(17) But I will save you on that
day—declares GOD; you shall not be
delivered into the hands of those
you dread. (18) I will rescue you, and
you shall not fall by the sword. You
shall escape with your life, because
you trusted Me—declares GOD.”

Jeremiah 40

(1) The word that came to Jeremiah
from GOD, after Nebuzaradan, the
chief of the guards, set him free at
Ramah, to which he had taken him,
chained in fetters, among those

from Jerusalem and Judah who were
being exiled to Babylon. (2) The
chief of the guards took charge of
Jeremiah, and he said to him, “The
ETERNAL your God threatened this
place with this disaster; (3) and
now GOD has brought it about, by
acting on the threat—because you
sinned against GOD and did not pay
heed. That is why this has happened
toyou. (4) Now, I release you this
day from the fetters that were on
your hands. If you would like to go
with me to Babylon, come, and I will
look after you. And if you don’t want
to come with me to Babylon, you
need not. See, the whole land is
before you: go wherever seems good
and right to you.”— (5) But
[Jeremiah] still did not turn back.
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—“Or go to Gedaliah son of Ahikam
son of Shaphan, whom the king of
Babylon has put in charge of the
towns of Judah, and stay with him
among the people, or go wherever
you want to go.”

The chief of the guards gave him an
allowance of food, and dismissed
him. (6) So Jeremiah came to
Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah,
and stayed with him among the
people who were left in the land. (7)
The army officers in the open
country, and their men with them,
heard that the king of Babylon had
put Gedaliah son of Ahikam in
charge of the region, and that he had
putin his charge the men, women,
and children—of the poorestin the
land—those who had not been
exiled to Babylon. (8) So they with
their men came to Gedaliah at
Mizpah—Ishmael son of Nethaniah;
Johanan and Jonathan the sons of
Kareah; Seraiah son of Tanhumeth,;
the sons of Ephai the Netophathite;
and Jezaniah son of the Maacathite.
(9) Gedaliah son of Ahikam son of
Shaphan reassured them and their
men, saying, “Do not be afraid to
serve the Chaldeans. Stay in the land
and serve the king of Babylon, and it
will go well with you. (10) I am
going to stay in Mizpah to attend
upon the Chaldeans who will come
to us. But you may gather wine and
figs and oil and put them in your
own vessels, and settle in the towns
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you have occupied.” (11) Likewise, all
the Judeans who were in Moab,
Ammon, and Edom, or who were in
other lands, heard that the king of
Babylon had let a remnant stay in
Judah, and that he had put Gedaliah
son of Ahikam son of Shaphan in
charge of them. (12) All these
Judeans returned from all the places
to which they had scattered. They
came to the land of Judah, to
Gedaliah at Mizpah, and they
gathered large quantities of wine
and figs. (13) Johanan son of Kareah,
and all the army officers in the open
country, came to Gedaliah at
Mizpah (14) and said to him, “Do
you know that King Baalis of
Ammon has sent Ishmael son of
Nethaniah to kill you?” But Gedaliah
son of Ahikam would not believe
them. (15) Johanan son of Kareah
also said secretly to Gedaliah at
Mizpah, “Let me go and strike down
Ishmael son of Nethaniah—and
nobody else will know about it;
otherwise he will kill you, and all the
Judeans who have gathered about
you will be dispersed, and the
remnant of Judah will perish!” (16)
But Gedaliah son of Ahikam
answered Johanan son of Kareah,
“Do not do such a thing: what you
are saying about Ishmael is not
true!”

Jeremiah 52
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(1) Zedekiah was twenty-one years
old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem for eleven
years. His mother’s name was
Hamutal, daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah. (2) He did what was
displeasing to GOD, just as
Jehoiakim had done. (3) Indeed,
Jerusalem and Judah were a cause of
anger for GOD, so that they were
cast out of the divine presence.
Zedekiah rebelled against the king
of Babylon. (4) And in the ninth
year of his reign, on the tenth day of
the tenth month, King
Nebuchadrezzar moved against
Jerusalem with his whole army.
They besieged it and built towers
againstit all around. (5) The city
continued in a state of siege until
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.
(6) By the ninth day of the fourth
month, the famine had become
acute in the city; there was no food
left for the common people. (7) Then
[the wall of] the city was breached.
All the soldiers fled; they left the city
by night through the gate between
the double walls, which is near the
king’s garden—the Chaldeans were
all around the city—and they set out
for the Arabah. (8) Butthe
Chaldean troops pursued the king,
and they overtook Zedekiah in the
steppes of Jericho, as his entire force
left him and scattered. (9) They
captured the king and brought him
before the king of Babylon at Riblah,
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in the region of Hamath; and he put
him on trial. (10) The king of
Babylon had Zedekiah’s sons
slaughtered before his eyes; he also
had all the officials of Judah
slaughtered at Riblah. (11) Then the
eyes of Zedekiah were put out, and
he was chained in bronze fetters.
The king of Babylon brought him to
Babylon and put him in prison,
[where he remained] to the day of
his death. (12) On the tenth day of
the fifth month—that was the
nineteenth year of King
Nebuchadrezzar, the king of
Babylon—Nebuzaradan, the chief of
the guards, came to represent “he
stood before.” the king of Babylon in
Jerusalem. (13) He burned the
House of GOD, the king’s palace,
and all the houses of Jerusalem; he
burned down the house of every
notable person. (14) The entire
Chaldean force that was with the
chief of the guards tore down all the
walls of Jerusalem on every side. (15)
The remnant of the people left in the
city, the defectors who had gone
over to the king of Babylon, and
what remained of the artisans were
taken into exile by Nebuzaradan, the
chief of the guards. But some of the
poorest elements of the
population— (16) some of the
poorest in the land—were left by
Nebuzaradan, the chief of the
guards, to be vine-dressers and field
hands. (17) The Chaldeans broke up
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the bronze columns of the House of
GOD, the stands, and the bronze
tank that was in the House of GOD;
and they carried all the bronze away
to Babylon. (18) They also took the
pails, scrapers, snuffers, sprinkling
bowls, ladles, and all the other
bronze vessels used in the service.
(19) The chief of the guards took
whatever was of gold and whatever
was of silver: basins, fire pans,
sprinkling bowls, pails, lampstands,
ladles, and jars. (20) The two
columns, the one tank and the
twelve bronze oxen that supported
it, and the stands, which King
Solomon had provided for the House
of GOD —all these objects
contained bronze beyond weighing.
(21) As for the columns, each was
eighteen cubits high and twelve
cubits in circumference; it was
hollow, and [the metal] was four
fingers thick. (22) Ithad a bronze
capital above it; the height of each
capital was five cubits, and there
was a meshwork [decorated] with
pomegranates about the capital, all
made of bronze; and so for the
second column, also with
pomegranates. (23) There were
ninety-six pomegranates facing
outward; all the pomegranates
around the meshwork amounted to
one hundred. (24) The chief of the
guards also took Seraiah the chief
priest and Zephaniah, the deputy
priest, and the three guardians of
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the threshold. (25) And from the
city he took a eunuch who was in
command of the soldiers; seven
royal privy councillors, who were
present in the city; the scribe of the
army commander, who was in
charge of mustering the people of
the land; and sixty of the common
people who were inside the city.
(26) Nebuzaradan, the chief of the
guards, took them and brought
them to the king of Babylon at
Riblah. (27) The king of Babylon
had them struck down and put to
death at Riblah, in the region of
Hamath.

Thus Judah was exiled from its land.
(28) This is the number of those
whom Nebuchadrezzar exiled in the
seventh year: 3,023 Judeans. (29) In
the eighteenth year of
Nebuchadrezzar, 832 persons [were
exiled] from Jerusalem. (30) And in
the twenty-third year of
Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzaradan, the
chief of the guards, exiled 745
Judeans. The total amounted to
4,600 persons. (31) In the
thirty-seventh year of the exile of
King Jehoiachin of Judah, on the
twenty-fifth day of the twelfth
month, King Evil-merodach of
Babylon, in the year he became king,
took note of King Jehoiachin of
Judah and released him from prison.
(32) He spoke kindly to him, and
gave him a throne above those of
other kings who were with him in

0>y 0978 NYHW 0O
7wy MY w2 (03) Y
MY Woi D7YIR TIRTTIIS?

niva () :ph oOWIY nivn
1237 IR Dy WY
Woj o 030710 118NN

W 22 AWM DY NI YAw
ININD WY 0978 NYAN

vaf oW (7). {0}
DO TR TN N937 iy
WY AwWnm 0y WIn Yy
NIY'2 232 725 71 N R
TR TR WRATNY A0
:[%1923] (X°957) A IR R¥N
IXQ2™NX A7 NIV 19X 7271 (22)
(227271 (2°072) RE? 2yidn
732 DR T3 (37) 12322 9N W
W72 TR 1197 OnR 298] 9D
TR DI IR (72) 0
a1)7137 2327777 NRR 97103
20 000 92 9nin Ty nia

78



Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

Babylon. (33) He removed his
prison garments and [Jehoiachin]
ate regularly in his presence the rest
of his life. (34) A regular allotment
of food was given him by order of
the king of Babylon, an allotment for
each day, to the day of his
death—all the days of his life.

Ezekiel 18

(1) The word of GOD came to me: (2)
What do you mean by quoting this
proverb upon the soil of Israel,
“Parents eat sour grapes and their
children’s teeth are blunted”? (3) As
I live—declares the Sovereign GOD
—this proverb shall no longer be
current among you in Israel. (4)
Consider, all lives are Mine; the life
of the parent and the life of the child
are both Mine. Only the person who
sins shall die. (5) Thus, if a certain
man is righteous and does what is
just and right: (6) If he has not
eaten on the mountains or raised his
eyes to the fetishes of the House of
Israel; if he has not defiled another
man’s wife or approached a
menstruous woman,; (7) if he has
wronged no one at all; if he has
returned the debtor’s pledge to him
and has taken nothing by robbery; if
he has given bread to the hungry
and clothed the naked; (8) if he has
not lent at advance interest or
exacted accrued interest; if he has
abstained from wrongdoing and
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executed true justice between one
party and the other; (9) if he has
followed My laws and kept My rules
and acted honestly—he is righteous.
Such a person shall live—declares
the Sovereign GOD. (10) Suppose,
now, that he has begotten a son who
is a ruffian, a shedder of blood, who
does any of these things, (11)
whereas he himself did none of
these things. That s, [the son] has
eaten on the mountains has defiled
another man’s wife, (12) has
wronged the poor and the needy,
has taken by robbery, has not
returned a pledge, has raised his
eyes to the fetishes, has committed
abomination, (13) haslent at
advance interest, or exacted accrued
interest—shall he live? He shall not
live! If he has committed any of
these abominations, he shall die; he
has forfeited his life. (14) Now
suppose that he, in turn, has
begotten a son who has seen all the
sins that his father committed, but
has taken heed and has not imitated
them: (15) He has not eaten upon
the mountains or raised his eyes to
the fetishes of the House of Israel; he
has not defiled another man’s wife;
(16) he has wronged no one at all; he
has not seized a pledge or taken
anything by robbery; he has given
his bread to the hungry and clothed
the naked; (17) he has refrained from
oppressing the poor; he has not
exacted advance or accrued interest;
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he has obeyed My rules and
followed My laws—he shall not die
for the iniquity of his father, but
shall live. (18) To be sure, his father,
because he practiced fraud, robbed
his kin, and acted wickedly among
his people, did die for his iniquity;
(19) and now you ask, “Why has not
the son shared the burden of his
father’s guilt?” But the son has done
whatis right and just, and has
carefully kept all My laws: he shall
live! (20) Only the person who sins
shall die. A child shall not share the
burden of a parent’s guilt, nor shall a
parent share the burden of a child’s
guilt; the righteousness of the
righteous shall be accounted to
them alone, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be accounted to
them alone. (21) Moreover, if
someone wicked repents of all the
sins that were committed and keeps
all My laws and does what is just
and right, they shall live; they shall
not die. (22) None of the
transgressions they committed shall
be remembered against them;
because of the righteousness they
have practiced, they shall live. (23)
Is it my desire that the wicked shall
die?—says the Sovereign GOD. It is
rather that they shall turn back from
their ways and live. (24) So, too, if
someone righteous turns away from
righteousness and does wrong,
practicing the very abominations
that the wicked person practiced,
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shall they live? None of the
righteous deeds that they did shall
be remembered; because of the
treachery they have practiced and
the sins they have
committed—because of these, they
shall die. (25) Yet you say, “The
Sovereign’s way is unfair.” Listen, O
House of Israel: Is My way unfair? It
is your ways that are unfair! (26)
When someone righteous turns
away from righteousness and does
wrong, they shall die for it; they
shall die for the wrong that was
done. (27) And if someone wicked
turns back from the wickedness that
is practiced and does what s just
and right, they shall save their life.
(28) Because they took heed and
turned back from all the
transgressions that they committed,
they shall live; they shall not die.
(29) Yet the House of Israel say, “The
Sovereign’s way is unfair.” Are My
ways unfair, O House of Israel? It is
your ways that are unfair! (30) Be
assured, O House of Israel, I will
judge each one of you according to
your own ways—declares the
Sovereign GOD. Repent and turn
back from all your transgressions;
let them not be a stumbling block of
guilt for you. (31) Cast away all the
transgressions by which you have
offended, and get yourselves a new
heart and a new spirit, that you may
not die, O House of Israel. (32) For it
is not My desire that anyone shall

1Y) ' OWITR ORI N Nina
{8} m

82



Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

die—declares the Sovereign GOD.
Repent, therefore, and live!

Ezekiel 37

(1) GOD’s hand came upon me. [ was
taken out by the spirit of GOD and
set down in the valley. It was full of
bones. (2) [God] led me all around
them; there were very many of them
spread over the valley, and they
were very dry. (3) I was asked, “O
mortal, can these bones live again?”
I replied, “O my Sovereign GOD,
only You know.” (4) And I was told,
“Prophesy over these bones and say
to them: O dry bones, hear the word
of GOD ! (5) Thus said the Sovereign
GOD to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you and you shall
live again. (6) I will lay sinews upon
you, and cover you with flesh, and
form skin over you. And I will put
breath into you, and you shall live
again. And you shall know thatI am
GOD !” (7) 1 prophesied as I had
been commanded. And while I was
prophesying, suddenly there was a
sound of rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to matching
bone. (8) Ilooked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had
grown, and skin had formed over
them; but there was no breath in
them. (9) Then [God] said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, O
mortal! Say to the breath: Thus said
the Sovereign GOD: Come, O breath,
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from the four winds, and breathe
into these slain, that they may live
again.” (10) I prophesied as I was
commanded. The breath entered
them, and they came to life and
stood up on their feet, a vast
multitude. (11) And I was told, “O
mortal, these bones are the whole
House of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, our hope is gone; we
are doomed.” (12) Prophesy,
therefore, and say to them: Thus
said the Sovereign GOD: I am going
to open your graves and lift you out
of the graves, O My people, and
bring you to the land of Israel. (13)
You shall know, O My people, thatI
am GOD, when I have opened your
graves and lifted you out of your
graves. (14) I will put My breath into
you and you shall live again, and I
will set you upon your own soil.
Then you shall know that I, GOD,
have spoken and have
acted”—declares GOD. (15) The
word of GOD came to me: (16) And
you, O mortal, take a stick and write
on it, “Of Judah and the Israelites
associated with him”; and take
another stick and write on it, “Of
Joseph—the stick of Ephraim—and
all the House of Israel associated
with him.” (17) Bring them close to
each other, so that they become one
stick, joined together in your hand.
(18) And when any of your people
ask you, “Won’t you tell us what
these actions of yours mean?” (19)
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answer them, “Thus said the
Sovereign GOD: I am going to take
the stick of Joseph—which is in the
hand of Ephraim—and of the tribes
of Israel associated with him, and I
will place the stick of Judah upon it
and make them into one stick; they
shall be joined in My hand.” (20)
You shall hold up before their eyes
the sticks that you have inscribed,
(21) and you shall declare to them:
Thus said the Sovereign GOD: I am
going to take the Israelite people
from among the nations they have
gone to, and gather them from every
quarter, and bring them to their
own land. (22) I will make them a
single nation in the land, on the hills
of Israel, and one king shall be king
of them all. Never again shall they
be two nations, and never again
shall they be divided into two
kingdoms. (23) Nor shall they ever
again defile themselves by their
fetishes and their abhorrent things,
and by their other transgressions. I
will save them in all their
settlements where they sinned, and
I will purify them. Then they shall be
My people, and I will be their God.
(24) My servant David shall be king
over them; there shall be one
shepherd for all of them. They shall
follow My rules and faithfully obey
My laws. (25) Thus they shall
remain in the land that I gave to My
servant Jacob and in which your
ancestors dwelt; they and their
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children and their children’s
children shall dwell there forever,
with My servant David as their
prince for all time. (26) [ will make a
covenant of friendship with
them—it shall be an everlasting
covenant with them—I will
establish them and multiply them,
and I will place My Sanctuary
among them forever. (27) My
Presence shall rest over them; I will
be their God and they shall be My
people. (28) And when My
Sanctuary abides among them
forever, the nations shall know that
I, GOD, do sanctify Israel.

Ruth1

(1) In the days when the chieftains
ruled, there was a famine in the
land; and a man of Bethlehem in
Judah, with his wife and two sons,
went to reside in the country of
Moab. (2) The man’s name was
Elimelech, his wife’s name was
Naomi, and his two sons were
named Mahlon and
Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem
in Judah. They came to the country
of Moab and remained there. (3)
Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died;
and she was left with her two sons.
(4) They married Moabite women,
one named Orpah and the other
Ruth, and they lived there about ten
years. (5) Then those two—Mahlon
and Chilion—also died; so the

'R M"

7 OO0 DY 2 7N (X)
oy man WOR 2% 7D 280
WY R 28I T2 N7 A
T2RO7R UORT OWY () 132 AR

| 32730 DY *By3 NN oY

an m°an o°N79R 11921 11
oYY AR NI T
IRWA Y3 TR TR M (3)
DOV 07 WP () 3R W X0
MPIWa oY) 7979 NANG oY N1INn
(7) ‘oY Ty oy 1w N
117921 11702 DPaw=03
LRI 0777 AR TERT WM
Tl UM NP X0 apm ()

86


https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1

Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

woman was left without her two
sons and without her husband. (6)
She started out with her
daughters-in-law to return from the
country of Moab; for in the country
of Moab she had heard that the
LORD had taken note of His people
and given them food. (7)
Accompanied by her two
daughters-in-law, she left the place
where she had been living; and they
set out on the road back to the land
of Judah. (8) But Naomi said to her
two daughters-in-law, “Turn back,
each of you to her mother’s house.
May the LORD deal kindly with you,
as you have dealt with the dead and
with me! (9) May the LORD grant
that each of you find security in the
house of a husband!” And she kissed
them farewell. They broke into
weeping (10) and said to her, “No,
we will return with you to your
people.” (11) But Naomi replied,
“Turn back, my daughters! Why
should you go with me? Have I any
more sons in my body who might be
husbands for you? (12) Turn back,
my daughters, for I am too old to be
married. Even if I thought there was
hope for me, even if I were married
tonight and I also bore sons, (13)
should you wait for them to grow
up? Should you on their account
debar yourselves from marriage? Oh
no, my daughters! My lot is far more
bitter than yours, for the hand of the
LORD has struck out against me.”
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(14) They broke into weeping again,
and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law
farewell. But Ruth clung to her. (15)
So she said, “See, your sister-in-law
has returned to her people and her
gods. Go follow your sister-in-law.”
(16) But Ruth replied, “Do not urge
me to leave you, to turn back and
not follow you. For wherever you go,
I will go; wherever you lodge, I will
lodge; your people shall be my
people, and your God my God. (17)
Where you die, I will die, and there I
will be buried. Thus and more may
the LORD do to me-b if anything but
death parts me from you.” (18)
When [Naomi| saw how determined
she was to go with her, she ceased to
argue with her; (19) and the two
went on until they reached
Bethlehem.

When they arrived in Bethlehem,
the whole city buzzed with
excitement over them. The women
said, “Can this be Naomi?” (20) “Do
not call me Naomi,” she replied.
“Call me Mara,has made my lot very
bitter. (21) I went away full, and the
LORD has brought me back empty.
How can you call me Naomi, when
the LORD has dealt harshly with-f
me, when Shaddai has brought
misfortune upon me!” (22) Thus
Naomi returned from the country of
Moab; she returned with her
daughter-in-law Ruth the Moabite.
They arrived in Bethlehem at the
beginning of the barley harvest.
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Ruth 2

(1) Now Naomi had a kinsman on
her husband’s side, a man of
substance, of the family of
Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.
(2) Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi,
“I'would like to go to the fields and
glean among the ears of grain,
behind someone who may show me
kindness.” “Yes, daughter, go,” she
replied; (3) and off she went. She
came and gleaned in a field, behind
the reapers; and, as luck would have
it, it was the piece of land belonging
to Boaz, who was of Elimelech’s
family. (4) Presently Boaz arrived
from Bethlehem. He greeted the
reapers, “The LORD be with you!”
And they responded, “The LORD
bless you!” (5) Boaz said to the
servant who was in charge of the
reapers, “Whose girl is that?” (6)
The servant in charge of the reapers
replied, “She is a Moabite girl who
came back with Naomi from the
country of Moab. (7) She said,
‘Please let me glean and gather
among the sheaves behind the
reapers.’ She has been on her feet
ever since she came this morning.
She has rested but little in the
hut.”-a (8) Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen
to me, daughter. Don’t go to glean in
another field. Don’t go elsewhere,
but stay here close to my girls. (9)
Keep your eyes on the field they are
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reaping, and follow them. I have
ordered the men not to molest you.
And when you are thirsty, go to the
jars and drink some of [the water]
that the men have drawn.” (10) She
prostrated herself with her face to
the ground, and said to him, “Why
are you so kind as to single me out,
when I am a foreigner?” (11) Boaz
said in reply, “I have been told of all
that you did for your mother-in-law
after the death of your husband,
how you left your father and mother
and the land of your birth and came
to a people you had not known
before. (12) May the LORD reward
your deeds. May you have a full

recompense from the LORD, the God

of Israel, under whose wings you
have sought refuge!” (13) She
answered, “You are most kind, my
lord, to comfort me and to speak
gently to your
maidservant—though I am not so
much as one of your maidservants.”
(14) At mealtime, Boaz said to her,
“Come over here and partake of the
meal, and dip your morsel in the
vinegar.” So she sat down beside the
reapers. He handed her roasted
grain, and she ate her fill and had
some left over. (15) When she got up
again to glean, Boaz gave orders to
his workers, “You are not only to let
her glean among the sheaves,
without interference, (16) but you
must also pull some [stalks] out of
the heaps and leave them for her to
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glean, and not scold her.” (17) She
gleaned in the field until evening.
Then she beat out what she had
gleaned—it was about an ephah of
barley— (18) and carried it back
with her to the town. When her
mother-in-law saw what she had
gleaned, and when she also took out
and gave her what she had left over
after eating her fill, (19) her
mother-in-law asked her, “Where
did you glean today? Where did you
work? Blessed be he who took such
generous notice of you!” So she told
her mother-in-law whom she had
worked with, saying, “The name of
the man with whom I worked today
is Boaz.” (20) Naomi said to her
daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he of
the LORD, who has not failed in His
kindness to the living or to the dead!
For,” Naomi explained to her
daughter-in-law, “the man is related
to us; he is one of our redeeming
kinsmen.” (21) Ruth the Moabite
said, “He even told me, ‘Stay close by
my workers until all my harvest is
finished.”” (22) And Naomi
answered her daughter-in-law Ruth,
“Itis best, daughter, that you go out
with his girls, and not be annoyed in
some other field.” (23) So she stayed
close to the maidservants of Boaz,
and gleaned until the barley harvest
and the wheat harvest were
finished. Then she stayed at home
with her mother-in-law.
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Ruth 3

(1) Naomi, her mother-in-law, said
to her, “Daughter, I must seek a
home for you, where you may be
happy. (2) Now there is our kinsman
Boaz, whose girls you were close to.
He will be winnowing barley on the
threshing floor tonight. (3) So bathe,
anoint yourself, dress up, and go
down to the threshing floor. But do
not disclose yourself to the man
until he has finished eating and
drinking. (4) When he lies down,
note the place where he lies down,
and go over and uncover his feet and
lie down. He will tell you what you
are to do.” (5) She replied, “I will do
everything you tell me.” (6) She
went down to the threshing floor
and did just as her mother-in-law
had instructed her. (7) Boaz ate and
drank, and in a cheerful mood went
to lie down beside the grainpile.
Then she went over stealthily and
uncovered his feet and lay down. (8)
In the middle of the night, the man
gave a start and pulled back—there
was a woman lying at his feet! (9)
“Who are you?” he asked. And she
replied, “I am your handmaid Ruth.
Spread your robe over your
handmaid,-a for you are a
redeeming kinsman.” (10) He
exclaimed, “Be blessed of the LORD,
daughter! Your latest deed of loyalty
is greater than the first, in that you
have not turned to younger men,
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whether poor or rich. (11) And now,
daughter, have no fear. I will do in
your behalf whatever you ask, for all
the elders of my town-c know what
a fine woman you are. (12) But while
itis true [ am a redeeming kinsman,
there is another redeemer closer
than I. (13) Stay for the night. Then
in the morning, if he will act as a
redeemer, good! let him redeem. But
if he does not want to act as
redeemer for you, I will do so myself,
as the LORD lives! Lie down until
morning.” (14) So she lay at his feet
until dawn. She rose before one
person could distinguish another,
for he thought, “Let it not be known
that the woman came to the
threshing floor.” (15) And he said,
“Hold out the shawl you are
wearing.” She held it while he
measured out six measures of
barley, and he putit on her back.
When she got back to the town, (16)
she came to her mother-in-law, who
asked, “How is it with you,
daughter?” She told her all that the
man had done for her; (17) and she
added, “He gave me these six
measures of barley, saying to me,
‘Do not go back to your
mother-in-law empty-handed.””
(18) And Naomi said, “Stay here,
daughter, till you learn how the
matter turns out. For the man will
not rest, but will settle the matter
today.”
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Ruth 4

(1) Meanwhile, Boaz had gone to the
gate and sat down there. And now
the redeemer whom Boaz had
mentioned passed by. He called,
“Come over and sit down here,
So-and-so!” And he came over and
sat down. (2) Then [Boaz] took ten
elders of the town and said, “Be
seated here”; and they sat down. (3)
He said to the redeemer, “Naomi,
now returned from the country of
Moab, must sell the piece of land
which belonged to our kinsman
Elimelech. (4) I thought I should
disclose the matter to you and say:
Acquire it in the presence of those
seated here and in the presence of
the elders of my people. If you are
willing to redeem it, redeem! But if
you will not redeem, tell me, that I
may know. For there is no one to
redeem but you, and I come after
you.” “I am willing to redeem it,” he
replied. (5) Boaz continued, “When
you acquire the property from
Naomi and from Ruth the Moabite,
you must also acquire the wife of the
deceased, so as to perpetuate the
name of the deceased upon his
estate.” (6) The redeemer replied,
“Then I cannot redeem it for myself,
lest I impair my own estate. You take
over my right of redemption, for I
am unable to exercise it.” (7) Now
this was formerly done in Israel in
cases of redemption or exchange: to
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validate any transaction, one man
would take off his sandal and hand
it to the other. Such was the
practiced in Israel. (8) So when the
redeemer said to Boaz, “Acquire for
yourself,” he drew off his sandal. (9)
And Boaz said to the elders and to
the rest of the people, “You are
witnesses today that I am acquiring
from Naomi all that belonged to
Elimelech and all that belonged to
Chilion and Mahlon. (10) I am also
acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife
of Mahlon, as my wife, so as to
perpetuate the name of the deceased
upon his estate, that the name of the
deceased may not disappear from
among his kinsmen and from the
gate of his home town. You are
witnesses today.” (11) All the people
at the gate and the elders answered,
“We are. May the LORD make the
woman who is coming into your
house like Rachel and Leah, both of
whom built up the House of Israel!
Prosper in Ephrathah and
perpetuate your name in Bethlehem!
(12) And may your house be like the
house of Perez whom Tamar bore to
Judah—through the offspring which
the LORD will give you by this
young woman.” (13) So Boaz
married Ruth; she became his wife,
and he cohabited with her. The
LORD let her conceive, and she bore
a son. (14) And the women said to
Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who
has not withheld a redeemer from
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you today! May his name be
perpetuated in Israel! (15) He will
renew your life and sustain your old
age; for he is born of your
daughter-in-law, who loves you and
is better to you than seven sons.”
(16) Naomi took the child and held it
to her bosom. She became its foster
mother, (17) and the women
neighbors gave him a name, saying,
“A son is born to Naomi!” They
named him Obed; he was the father
of Jesse, father of David. (18) This is
the line of Perez: Perez begot Hezron,
(19) Hezron begot Ram, Ram begot
Amminadab, (20) Amminadab
begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot
Salmon,fHeb. “Salmah.” (21) Salmon
begot Boaz, Boaz begot Obed, (22)
Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot
David.
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