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Judges 2

(1) An angela of GOD came up from
Gilgal to Bochim and said, “I
brought you up from Egypt and I
took you into the land that I had
promised on oath to your fathers.
And I said, ‘I will never break My
covenant with you. (2) And you, for
your part, must make no covenant
with the inhabitants of this land;
you must tear down their altars.” But
you have not obeyed Me—Ilook what
you have done! (3) Therefore, I have
resolved not to drive them out
before you; they shall become your
oppressors, (4) As the angel of GOD
spoke these words to all the
Israelites, the people broke into
weeping. (5) So they named that
place Bochim, and they offered
sacrifices there to GOD. (6) When
Joshua dismissed the people, the
Israelites went to their allotted
territories and took possession of
the land. (7) The people served GOD
during the lifetime of Joshua and the
lifetime of the older people who
lived on after Joshua and who had
witnessed all the marvelous deeds
that GOD had wrought for Israel. (8)
Joshua son of Nun, the servant of
GOD, died at the age of one hundred
and ten years, (9) and was buried
on his own property, at
Timnath-herese in the hill country
of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.
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(10) And all that generation were
likewise gathered to their ancestors.
Another generation arose after
them, which had not experienced
GOD’s deliverance or the deeds that
had been wrought for Israel. (11)
And the Israelites did what was
offensive to GOD. They worshiped
the Baalim (12) and forsook the
ETERNAL, the God of their
ancestors, who had brought them
out of the land of Egypt. They
followed other gods, from among
the gods of the peoples around
them, and bowed down to them;
they provoked GOD. (13) They
forsook GOD and worshiped Baal
and the Ashtaroth (14) Having
become incensed at Israel, GOD
then handed them over to foes who
plundered them, surrendering them
to their enemies on all sides; they
could no longer hold their own
against their enemies. (15) In all
their campaigns, GOD’s hand was
against them to their undoing—as
GOD had declared and as GOD had
sworn to them—and they were in
great distress. (16) Then GOD raised
up chieftains who delivered them
from those who plundered them.
(17) But they did not heed their
chieftains either; they went astray
after other gods and bowed down to
them. They were quick to turn aside
from the way their ancestors had
followed in obedience to GOD’s
commandments; they did not do
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right. (18) When GOD raised up
chieftains for them, GOD would be
with that chieftain—and would save
them from their enemies during that
chieftain’s lifetime; for GOD would
be moved to pity by their moanings
because of those who oppressed and
crushed them. (19) But when the
chieftain died, they would again act
basely, even more than the
preceding generation—following
other gods, worshiping them, and
bowing down to them; they omitted
none of their practices and stubborn
ways. (20) Then GOD, having
become incensed against Israel,
said, “Since that nation has
transgressed the covenant that I
enjoined upon their ancestors and
has not obeyed Me, (21) I for My
part will no longer drive out before
them any of the nations that Joshua
left when he died.” (22) For it was in
order to test Israel by them—{to see]
whether they would faithfully walk
in GOD’s ways, as their ancestors
had done— (23) that GOD had left
those nations, instead of driving
them out at once, and had not
delivered them into the hands of
Joshua.

Judges 3

(1) These are the nations that GOD
left in order to test the Israelites who
had not known any of the wars of
Canaan, (2) so that succeeding
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generations of Israelites might be
made to experience war—but only
those who had not known the
former wars(3) the five
principalitiesc of the Philistines and
all the Canaanites, Sidonians, and
Hivites who inhabited the hill
country of the Lebanon from Mount
Baal-hermon to Lebo-hamath (4)
These served as a means of testing
Israel, to learn whether they would
obey the commandments that GOD
had enjoined upon their ancestors
through Moses. (5) The Israelites
settled among the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites,
Hivites, and Jebusites; (6) they took
their daughters to wife and gave
their own daughters to their sons,
and they worshiped their gods. (7)
The Israelites did what was
offensive to GOD; they ignored the
ETERNAL their God and worshiped
the Baalim and the Asheroth (8)
GOD became incensed at Israel and
surrendered them to King
Cushan-rishathaim of
Aram-naharaim; and the Israelites
were subject to Cushan-rishathaim
for eight years. (9) The Israelites
cried out to GOD, and GOD raised a

champion for the Israelites to deliver

them: Othniel the Kenizzite, a
younger kinsman of Caleb. (10) The
spirit of GOD descended upon him
and he became Israel’s chieftain. He
went out to war, and GOD delivered
King Cushan-rishathaim of Aram
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into his hands. He prevailed over
Cushan-rishathaim, (11) and the
land had peace for forty years.
When Othniel the Kenizzite died,
(12) the Israelites again did what
was offensive to GOD. And because
they did what was offensive to GOD,
GOD let King Eglon of Moab prevail
over Israel. (13) [Eglon] brought the
Ammonites and the Amalekites
together under his command, and
went and defeated Israel and
occupied the City of Palms. (14) The
Israelites were subject to King Eglon
of Moab for eighteen years. (15)
Then the Israelites cried out to GOD,
and GOD raised up a champion for
them: the Benjaminite Ehud son of
Gera, a left-handed man. It
happened that the Israelites sent
tribute to King Eglon of Moab
through him. (16) So Ehud made for
himself a two-edged dagger, a
gomed in length, which he girded on
his right side under his cloak. (17)
He presented the tribute to King
Eglon of Moab. Now Eglon was a
very stout man. (18) When [Ehud]
had finished presenting the tribute,
he dismissed the people who had
conveyed the tribute. (19) But he
himself returned from Pesilim, near
Gilgal, and said, “Your Majesty, I
have a secret message for you.”
[Eglon] thereupon commanded,
“Silence!” So all those in attendance
left his presence; (20) and when
Ehud approached him, he was
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sitting alone in his cool upper
chamber. Ehud said, “I have a
message for you from God”;
whereupon he rose from his seat.
(21) Reaching with his left hand,
Ehud drew the dagger from his right
side and drove it into Eglon’s belly.
(22) The fat closed over the blade
and the hilt went in after the
blade—for he did not pull the
dagger out of his belly—and the
filth came out. (23) Stepping out
into the vestibule, Ehud shut the
doors of the upper chamber on him
and locked them. (24) After he left,
the courtiers returned. When they
saw that the doors of the upper
chamber were locked, they thought,
“He must be relieving himself in the
cool chamber.” (25) They waited a
long time; and when he did not open
the doors of the chamber, they took
the key and opened them—and
there their master was lying dead on
the floor! (26) But Ehud had made
good his escape while they delayed;
he had passed Pesilim and escaped
to Seirah. (27) When he got there, he
had the ram’s horn sounded
through the hill country of Ephraim,
and all the Israelites descended with
him from the hill country; and he
took the lead. (28) “Follow me
closely,” he said, “for GOD has
delivered your enemies, the
Moabites, into your hands.” They
followed him down and seized the
fords of the Jordan against the
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Moabites; they let no one cross. (29)
On that occasion they slew about
10,000 Moabites; they were all
robust and brave men, yet not one of
them escaped. (30) On that day,
Moab submitted to Israel; and the
land was tranquil for eighty years.
(31) After him came Shamgar son of
Anath, who slew six hundred
Philistines with an oxgoad. He too
was a champion of Israel.

Judges 4

(1) The Israelites again did what was
offensive to GOD —Ehud now being
dead. (2) And GOD surrendered
them to King Jabin of Canaan, who
reigned in Hazor. His army
commander was Sisera, whose base
was Harosheth-goiim. (3) The
Israelites cried out to GOD; for he
had nine hundred iron chariots, and
he had oppressed Israel ruthlessly
for twenty years. (4) Deborah, wife
of Lappidoth, was a prophet; she led
Israel at that time. (5) She used to
sit under the Palm of Deborah,
between Ramah and Bethel in the
hill country of Ephraim, and the
Israelites would come to her for
decisions. (6) She summoned Barak
son of Abinoam, of Kedesh in
Naphtali, and said to him, “The
ETERNAL, the God of Israel, has
commanded: Go, march up to
Mount Tabor, and take with you ten
thousand men of Naphtali and
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Zebulun. (7) And I will draw Sisera,
Jabin’s army commander, with his
chariots and his troops, toward you
up to the Wadi Kishon; and I will
deliver him into your hands.” (8)
But Barak said to her, “If you will go
with me, I will go; if not, I will not
go.” (9) “Very well, I will go with
you,” she answered. “However, there
will be no glory for you in the course
you are taking, for then GOD will
deliver Sisera into the hands of a
woman.” So Deborah went with
Barak to Kedesh. (10) Barak then
mustered Zebulun and Naphtali at
Kedesh; ten thousand men marched
up after him; and Deborah also went
up with him. (11) Now Heber the
Kenite had separated from the other
Kenites, descendants of Hobab,
father-in-law of Moses, and had
pitched his tent at
Elon-bezaanannim, which is near
Kedesh. (12) Sisera was informed
that Barak son of Abinoam had gone
up to Mount Tabor. (13) So Sisera
ordered all his chariots—nine
hundred iron chariots—and all the
troops he had to move from
Harosheth-goiim to the Wadi
Kishon. (14) Then Deborah said to
Barak, “Up! This is the day on which
GOD will deliver Sisera into your
hands: GOD is marching before
you.” Barak charged down Mount
Tabor, followed by the ten thousand
men, (15) and GOD threw Sisera and
all his chariots and army into a
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panic before the onslaught of
Barak.Sisera leaped from his chariot
and fled on foot (16) as Barak
pursued the chariots and the
soldiers as far as Harosheth-goiim.
All of Sisera’s soldiers fell by the
sword; not one was left. (17) Sisera,
meanwhile, had fled on foot to the
tent of Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite;
for there was friendship between
King Jabin of Hazor and the family
of Heber the Kenite. (18) Jael came
out to greet Sisera and said to him,
“Come in, my lord, come in here, do
not be afraid.” So he entered her
tent, and she covered him with a
blanket. (19) He said to her, “Please
let me have some water; I am
thirsty.” She opened a skin of milk
and gave him some to drink; and she
covered him again. (20) He said to
her, “Stand at the entrance of the
tent. If anybody comes and asks you
if there is anybody here, say ‘No.””
(21) Then Jael wife of Heber took a
tent pin and grasped the mallet.
When he was fast asleep from
exhaustion, she approached him
stealthily and drove the pin through
his temple till it went down to the
ground. Thus he died. (22) Now
Barak appeared in pursuit of Sisera.
Jael went out to greet him and said,
“Come, I will show you the man you
are looking for.” He went inside with
her, and there Sisera was lying dead,
with the pin in his temple. (23) On
that day God subdued King Jabin of
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Canaan before the Israelites. (24)
The hand of the Israelites bore
harder and harder on King Jabin of
Canaan, until they destroyed King
Jabin of Canaan.

Judges 6

(1) Then the Israelites did what was
offensive to GOD, and GOD
delivered them into the hands of the
Midianites for seven years. (2) The
hand of the Midianites prevailed
over Israel; and because of Midian,
the Israelites provided themselves
with refuges in the caves and
strongholds of the mountains (3)
After the Israelites had done their
sowing, Midian, Amalek, and the
Kedemites would come up and raid
them; (4) they would attack them,
destroy the produce of the land all
the way to Gaza, and leave no means
of sustenance in Israel, not a sheep
or an ox or a donkey. (5) For they
would come up with their livestock
and their tents, swarming as thick as
locusts; they and their camels were
innumerable. Thus they would
invade the land and ravage it. (6)
Israel was reduced to utter misery
by the Midianites, and the Israelites
cried out to GOD. (7) When the
Israelites cried to GOD on account of
Midian, (8) GOD sent a certain
prophet to the Israelites. He said to
them, “Thus said the ETERNAL, the
God of Israel: I brought you up out of
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Egypt and freed you from the house
of bondage. (9) Irescued you from
the Egyptians and from all your
oppressors; I drove them out before
you, and gave you their land. (10)
And I said to you, ‘Ithe ETERNAL
One am your God. You must not
worship the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you dwell.” But you did
not obey Me.” (11) An angel of GOD
came and sat under the terebinth at
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash
the Abiezrite. His son Gideon was
then beating out wheat inside a
winepress in order to keep it safe
from the Midianites. (12) The angel
of GOD appeared to him and said to
him,“GOD is with you, valiant
warrior!” (13) Gideon said to him,
“Please, my lord, if GOD is with us,
why has all this befallen us? Where
are all those wondrous deeds about
which our ancestors told us, saying,
‘Truly GOD brought us up from
Egypt’? Now GOD has abandoned us
and delivered us into the hands of
Midian!” (14) GOD turned to him
and said, “Go in this strength of
yours and deliver Israel from the
Midianites. If herewith make you
My messenger.” (15) He said to him,
“Please, my Sovereign, how can I
deliver Israel? Why, my clan is the
humblest in Manasseh, and I am the
youngest in my father’s household.”
(16) GOD 14. replied, “I will be with
you, and you shall defeat Midian all
atonce.” (17) And he said to him, “If
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I have gained Your favor, give me a
sign that it is You who are speaking
to me.(18) Do not leave this place
until I come back to you and bring
out my offering and place it before
you.” And he answered, “I will stay
until you return.” (19) So Gideon
went in and prepared a kid, and
[baked] unleavened bread from an
ephah of flour. He put the meatin a
basket and poured the broth into a
pot, and he brought them out to him
under the terebinth. As he presented
them, (20) the angel of God said to
him, “Take the meat and the
unleavened bread, put them on
yonder rock, and spill out the
broth.” He did so. (21) The angel of
GOD held out the staff that he
carried, and touched the meat and
the unleavened bread with its tip. A
fire sprang up from the rock and
consumed the meat and the
unleavened bread. And the angel of
GOD vanished from his sight. (22)
Then Gideon realized that indeed it
was an angel of GOD; and Gideon
said, “Alas, O Sovereign GOD ! For I
have seen an angel of GOD face to
face.” (23) But GOD said to him, “All
is well; have no fear, you shall not
die.” (24) So Gideon built there an
altar to GOD and called it
Adonai-shalom. To this day it stands
in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. (25)
That night GOD said to him: “Take
the young bull. belonging to your
father and another bull seven years
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old; pull down the altar of Baal that
belongs to your father, and cut
down the sacred post that is beside
it. (26) Then build an altar to the
ETERNAL your God, on the level
ground on top of this stronghold.
Take the other bull and offeritas a
burnt offering, using the wood of
the sacred post that you have cut
down.” (27) So Gideon took ten of
his servants and did as GOD had
told him; but as he was afraid to do
it by day, on account of his father’s
household and the townspeople, he
did it by night. (28) Early the next
morning, the townspeople found
that the altar of Baal had been torn
down and the sacred post beside it
had been cut down, and that the
second bull had been offered on the
newly built altar. (29) They said to
one another, “Who did this thing?”
Upon inquiry and investigation,
they were told, “Gideon son of Joash
did this thing!” (30) The
townspeople said to Joash, “Bring
out your son, for he must die: he has
torn down the altar of Baal and cut
down the sacred post beside it!” (31)
But Joash said to all who had risen
against him, “Do you have to
contend for Baal? Do you have to
vindicate him? Whoever fights his
battles shall be dead by morning! If
heis a god, let him fight his own
battles, since it is his altar that has
been torn down!” (32) That day
they named him Jerubbaal, meaning
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“Let Baal contend with him, since he QYe7 IR 77278 02 5% MO
tore down his altar. (33') All' Mldlan, 17 X3 11532 BYDIPRI OIN
Amalek, and the Kedemites joined RO T L8
forces; they crossed over and "r"lkﬂ'%'w ] ”Zi? HTJU'%{
encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. ﬂ’?l‘_; 12 ’?bN vy (D) ]719 ol
(34) The spirit of GOD enveloped 373]7 3 A" bx 3-]“-5771 N~|77

Gideon; he sounded the horn, and
the Abiezrites rallied behind him.
(35) And he sent messengers
throughout Manasseh, and they too
rallied behind him. He then sent
messengers through Asher, Zebulun,
and Naphtali, and they came up to
meet the Manassites. (36) And
Gideon said to God, “If You really
intend to deliver Israel through me
as You have said— (37) here I place
a fleece of wool on the threshing
floor. If dew falls only on the fleece
and all the ground remains dry,
shall know that You will deliver
Israel through me, as You have said.”
(38) And that is what happened.
Early the next day, he squeezed the
fleece and wrung out the dew from
the fleece, a bowlful of water. (39)
Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be
angry with me if I speak just once
more. Let me make just one more
test with the fleece: let the fleece
alone be dry, while there is dew all
over the ground.” (40) God did so
that night: only the fleece was dry,
while there was dew all over the
ground.
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(1) The Israelites again did what was
offensive to GOD, and GOD
delivered them into the hands of the
Philistines for forty years. (2) There
was a certain man from Zorah, of the
stock of Dan, whose name was
Manoah. His wife was infertile and
had borne no children. (3) An angel
of GOD appeared to the woman and
said to her, “You are infertile and
have borne no children; but you
shall conceive and bear a son. (4)
Now be careful not to drink wine or
other intoxicant, or to eat anything
impure. (5) For you are going to
conceive and bear a son; let no razor
touch his head, for the boy is to be a
nazirite to God from the womb on.
He shall be the first to deliver Israel
from the Philistines.” (6) The
woman went and told her husband,
“An agent of God came to me; he
looked like an angel of God, very
frightening. I did not ask him where
he was from, nor did he tell me his
name. (7) He said to me, ‘You are
going to conceive and bear a son.
Drink no wine or other intoxicant,
and eat nothing impure, for the boy
is to be a nazirite to God from the
womb to the day of his death!”” (8)
Manoah pleaded with GOD. “Oh, my
Sovereign!” he said, “please let the
agent of God that You sent come to
us again, and let him instruct us
how to act with the child thatis to
be born.” (9) God heeded Manoah’s
plea, and the angel of God came to

S QYWD

Y7 NiYY? W 32 30707 (%)
D°QW?RTTR ' 0NN 1 orY3

{2} My oy

nIRYR TN X URT ()
NV T0RY W TR e 237
NN TN K () AT
N7 TVRYTIN RITIT 2% N0
991 (1) 13 AT P T2
N2 T AWRTIRY K3 g
7372 (7) :XpY72 "2IRA N
YN0 1 13 AT 797

AT T DOPN YRR TR0y
PYIT? I R 93T

X3 (1) [DRE?R TR 2XWNN
R ToN? YR MNM AWK
X722 R 2N X3 DOEORT
AURDER b b
Paw=ni) KT AR ST RNY
T T2 MR (1) 2 TAINY
W TP AYATIN 7881 13 AT
DR TR NRRTYR S0INATON)
1Nt O%TIY 19T I M
{3}

"2 R 378 T nyn ()
D2Y N DP7NT R Y
YR 13997 1HR 19V RITRID
DORPRT VAW (0) (79T AY
719 DPoNT TN Xan mip Yip2

16


https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.13

Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

the woman again. She was sitting in
the field and her husband Manoah
was not with her. (10) The woman
ran in haste to tell her husband. She
said to him, “The man who came to
me before has just appeared to me.”
(11) Manoah promptly followed his
wife. He came to that figure and
asked him: “Are you the one who
spoke to my wife?” “Yes,” he
answered. (12) Then Manoah said,
“May your words soon come true!
What rules shall be observed for the
boy?” (13) The angel of GOD said to
Manoah, “The woman must abstain
from all the things against which I
warned her. (14) She must not eat
anything that comes from the
grapevine, or drink wine or other
intoxicant, or eat anything impure.
She must observe all that I
commanded her.” (15) Manoah said
to the angel of GOD, “Let us detain
you and prepare a kid for you.” (16)
But the angel of GOD said to
Manoah, “If you detain me, I shall
not eat your food; and if you present
a burnt offering, offer it to
GOD.”—For Manoah did not know
that he was an angel of GOD. (17) So
Manoah said to the angel of GOD,
“What is your name? We should like
to honor you when your words come
true.” (18) The angel said to him,
“You must not ask for my name; it is
unknowable!” (19) Manoah took the
kid and the grain offering and
offered them up on the rock to GOD;
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and a marvelous thing happened
while Manoah and his wife looked
on. (20) As the flames leaped up
from the altar toward the sky, the
angel of GOD ascended in the flames
of the altar, while Manoah and his
wife looked on; and they flung
themselves on their faces to the
ground.— (21) The angel of GOD
never appeared again toManoah and
his wife.—Manoah then realized
thatit had been an angel of GOD.
(22) And Manoah said to his wife,
“We will surely die, for we have seen
a divine being.” (23) But his wife
said to him, “Had GOD meant to
take our lives, our burnt offering and
grain offering would not have been
accepted, nor would we have been
shown all these things—and [God]
would not have made such an
announcement to us.” (24) The
woman bore a son, and she named
him Samson. The boy grew up, and
GOD blessed him. (25) The spirit of
GOD first moved him in the
encampment of Dan, between Zorah
and Eshtaol.

Judges 14

(1) Once Samson went down to
Timnah; and while in Timnah, he
noticed a certain young Philistine
woman. (2) On his return, he told
his father and mother, “I noticed
one of the Philistine women in
Timnah; please get her for me as a
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wife.” (3) His father and mother
said to him, “Is there no one among
the daughters of your own kindred
and among all our people, that you
must go and take a wife from the
uncircumcised Philistines?” But
Samson answered his father, “Get
me that one, for she is the one that
pleases me.” (4) His father and
mother did not realize that his
request was from GOD, who was
seeking a pretext against the
Philistines, for the Philistines were
ruling over Israel at that time. (5) So
Samson and his father and mother
went down to Timnah.

When he came to the vineyards of
Timnah [for the first time], a
full-grown lion came roaring at him.
(6) The spirit of GOD gripped him,
and he tore him asunder with his
bare hands as one might tear a kid
asunder; but he did not tell his
father and mother what he had
done. (7) Then he went down and
spoke to the woman, and she
pleased Samson. (8) Returning the
following year to marry her, he
turned aside to look at the remains
of the lion; and in the lion’s skeleton
he found a swarm of bees, and
honey. (9) He scooped it into his
palms and ate it as he went along.
When he rejoined his father and
mother, he gave them some and
they ate it; but he did not tell them
that he had scooped the honey out
of a lion’s skeleton. (10) So his father
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came down to the woman, and
Samson made a feast there, as young
men used to do. (11) When the
people of Timnah saw him, they
designated thirty companions to be
with him. (12) Then Samson said to
them, “Let me propound a riddle to
you. If you can give me the right
answer during the seven days of the
feast, I shall give you thirty linen
tunics and thirty sets of clothing;
(13) but if you are not able to tell it to
me, you must give me thirty linen
tunics and thirty sets of clothing.”
And they said to him, “Ask your
riddle and we will listen.” (14) So he
said to them:

“Out of the eater came something to
eat,

Out of the strong came something
sweet.”

For three days they could not
answer the riddle. (15) On the
seventh day, they said to Samson’s
wife, “Coax your husband to provide
us with the answer to the riddle; else
we shall put you and your father’s
household to the fire; have you
invited us here in order to
impoverish us?” (16) Then Samson’s
wife harassed him with tears, and
she said, “You really hate me, you
don’t love me. You asked my people
ariddle, and you didn’t tell me the
answer.” He replied, “I haven’t even
told my father and mother; shall I
tell you?” (17) During the rest of the
seven days of the feast she
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continued to harass him with her
tears, and on the seventh day he told
her, because she nagged him so. And
she explained the riddle to her
people. (18) On the seventh day,
before the sunset, the townspeople
said to him:

“What is sweeter than honey,

And what is stronger than a lion?”
He responded:

“Had you not plowed with my
heifer,

You would not have guessed my
riddle!”

(19) The spirit of GOD gripped him.
He went down to Ashkelon and
killed thirty of its men. He stripped
them and gave the sets of clothing to
those who had answered the riddle.
And he left in a rage for his father’s
house. (20) Samson’s wife then got
married to one of those who had
been his wedding companions.
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declared, “Now the Philistines can
have no claim against me for the
harm I shall do them.” (4) Samson
went and caught three hundred
foxes. He took torches and, turning
[the foxes] tail to tail, he placed a
torch between each pair of tails. (5)
He lit the torches and turned [the
foxes] loose among the standing
grain of the Philistines, setting fire
to stacked grain, standing grain,
vineyards, [and] olive trees. (6) The
Philistines asked, “Who did this?”
And they were told, “It was Samson,
the son-in-law of the Timnite, who
took Samson’s wife and gave her to
his wedding companion.”
Thereupon the Philistines came up
and put her and her father to the
fire. (7) Samson said to them, “If
that is how you act, I will not rest
until  have taken revenge on you.”
(8) He gave them a sound and
thorough thrashing. Then he went
down and stayed in the cave of the
rock of Etam. (9) The Philistines
came up, pitched camp in Judah and
spread out over Lehi. (10) Judah’s
side asked, “Why have you come up
against us?” They answered, “We
have come to take Samson prisoner,
and to do to him as he did to us.”
(11) Thereupon three thousand
Judahites went down to the cave of
the rock of Etam, and they said to
Samson, “You knew that the
Philistines rule over us; why have
you done this to us?” He replied, “As
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they did to me, so I did to them.”

(12) “We have come down,” they
told him, “to take you prisoner and
to hand you over to the Philistines.”
“But swear to me,” said Samson to
them, “that you yourselves will not
attack me.” (13) “We won’t,” they
replied. “We will only take you
prisoner and hand you over to them;
we will not slay you.” So they bound
him with two new ropes and
brought him up from the rock. (14)
When he reached Lehi, the
Philistines came shouting to meet
him. Thereupon the spirit of GOD
gripped him, and the ropes on his
arms became like flax that catches
fire; the bonds melted off his hands.
(15) He came upon a fresh jawbone
of a donkey and he picked it up; and
with it he killed a thousand men.
(16) Then Samson said:

“With the jaw of an ass,

Mass upon mass!

With the jaw of an ass

I have slain a thousand men.”

(17) As he finished speaking, he
threw the jawbone away; hence that
place was called Ramath-lehi. (18)
He was very thirsty and he called to
GOD, “You Yourself have granted
this great victory through Your
servant; and must I now die of thirst
and fall into the hands of the
uncircumcised?” (19) So God split
open the hollow that is at Lehi, and
the water gushed out of it; he drank,
regained his strength, and revived.
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That is why it is called to this day
“En-hakkore of Lehi.” (20) He led
Israel in the days of the Philistines
for twenty years.

I Kings 2

(1) When David’s life was drawing to
a close, he instructed his son
Solomon as follows: (2) “I am going
the way of all the earth; be strong
and show yourself a man.(3) Keep
the charge of the ETERNAL your
God, walking in God’s ways and
following God’s laws,
commandments, rules, and
admonitions as recorded in the
Teaching of Moses, in order that you
may succeed in whatever you
undertake and wherever you turn.
(4) Then GOD will fulfill the promise
that was made concerning me: ‘If
your descendants are scrupulous in
their conduct, and walk before Me
faithfully, with all their heart and
soul, your line on the throne of Israel
shall never end!’ (5) “Further, you
know what Joab son of Zeruiah did
to me, what he did to the two
commanders of Israel’s forces, Abner
son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether:
he killed them, shedding blood of
war in peacetime, staining the girdle
of his loins and the sandals on his
feet with blood of war. (6) So actin
accordance with your wisdom, and
see that his white hair does not go
down to Sheol in peace. (7) “But
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deal graciously with the sons of
Barzillai the Gileadite, for they
befriended me when I fled from your
brother Absalom; let them be among
those that eat at your table. (8) “You
must also deal with Shimei son of
Gera, the Benjaminite from
Bahurim. He insulted me
outrageously when I was on my way
to Mahanaim; but he came down to
meet me at the Jordan, and I swore
to him by GOD: ‘I will not put you to
the sword.” (9) So do notlet him go
unpunished; for you are a shrewd
man and you will know how to deal
with him and send his gray hair
down to Sheol in blood.” (10) So
David rested with his ancestors, and
he was buried in the City of David.
(11) The length of David’s reign over
Israel was forty years: he reigned
seven years in Hebron, and he
reigned thirty-three years in
Jerusalem. (12) And Solomon sat
upon the throne of his father David,
and his rule was firmly established.
(13) Adonijah son of Haggith came
to see Bathsheba, Solomon’s
mother. She said, “Do you come
with friendly intent?” “Yes,” he
replied; (14) and he continued, “I
would like to have a word with you.”
“Speak up,” she said. (15) Then he
said, “You know that the kingship
was rightly mine and that all Israel
wanted me to reign. But the
kingship passed on to my brother; it
came to him by GOD’s will. (16) And
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now [ have one request to make of
you; do not refuse me.” She said,
“Speak up.” (17) He replied, “Please
ask King Solomon—for he won’t
refuse you—to give me Abishag the
Shunammite as wife.” (18) “Very
well,” said Bathsheba, “I will speak
to the king in your behalf.” (19) So
Bathsheba went to King Solomon to
speak to him about Adonijah. The
king rose to greet her and bowed
down to her. He sat on his throne;
and he had a throne placed for the
queen mother, and she sat on his
right. (20) She said, “I have one
small request to make of you, do not
refuse me.” He responded, “Ask,
Mother; I shall not refuse you.” (21)
Then she said, “Let Abishag the
Shunammite be given to your
brother Adonijah as wife.” (22) The
king replied to his mother, “Why
request Abishag the Shunammite for
Adonijah? Request the kingship for
him! For he is my older brother, and
the priest Abiathar and Joab son of
Zeruiah are on his side.”(23)
Thereupon, King Solomon swore by
GOD, saying, “So may God do to me
and even more, if broaching this
matter does not cost Adonijah his
life! (24) Now, as GOD lives, who
has established me and set me on
the throne of my father David and
who has provided him with a house,
as he promised, Adonijah shall be
put to death this very day!” (25)
And Solomon instructed Benaiah

TATS™7Y 1971277 TR A7R00K
77 AW ANNIR? TR0 DR
T2 DX? X@32 o7 80277y 2y
TERY MRAL () Pt 2w
TARR NPRW IR 130R AN

200 AN 219NN 2YRTIR
AN YRR 23 N R
MPRIWT PITNN I VR (XD)
19 (22) YKY TN AN

PR 2] TAXD N Y TR
TITN? NI 3R NY N2k
"I N3 22 AN 1R
T2 AP 191 390 I

() 3R WP

VAN '3 TP 73 DI (39)
" O™ I DR 7T 2
T 12T AT 127 WHI
327 W T Any) (10)

717 X277y [IwI] Crw)
T N2 M3 Y N
U (772) 2178 DRt 098 03
YTINIINTIR TR Y TR0
() {o} iy

T2 NNJY 7293 MK 1927 MY
%21 IRR N WK 2 Iy
T8N DRI 900K XY A1
IPIYNT 21 7R 717 3197 ' DWITX
WIAN (12) AN MIYNTTIYR 233
72 152 N AN Ay

26



Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

son of Jehoiada, who struck
Adonijahi down; and so he died. (26)
To the priest Abiathar, the king said,
“Go to your estate at Anathoth! You
deserve to die, but I shall not put
you to death at this time, because
you carried the Ark of my Sovereign
GOD before my father David and
because you shared all the hardships
that my father endured.” (27) So
Solomon dismissed Abiathar from
his office of priest of GOD —thus
fulfilling what GOD had spoken at
Shiloh regarding the house of El.
(28) When the news reached Joab,
he fled to the Tent of GOD and
grasped the horns of the altar—for
Joab had sided with Adonijah,
though he had not sided with
Absalom. (29) King Solomon was
told that Joab had fled to the Tent of
GOD and that he was there by the
altar; so Solomon sent Benaiah son
of Jehoiada, saying, “Go and strike
him down.” (30) Benaiah went to
the Tent of GOD and said to him,
“Thus said the king: Come out!”
“No!” he replied; “I will die here.”
Benaiah reported back to the king
that Joab had answered thus and
thus, (31) and the king said, “Do just
as he said; strike him down and bury
him, and remove guilt from me and
my father’s house for the blood of
the innocent that Joab has shed.

(32) Thus GOD will bring his blood
guilt down upon his own head,
because, unbeknown to my father,
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he struck down with the sword two
men more righteous and honorable
than he—Abner son of Ner, the
army commander of Israel, and
Amasa son of Jether, the army
commander of Judah. (33) May the
guilt for their blood come down
upon the head of Joab and his
descendants forever, and may good
fortune from GOD be granted
forever to David and his
descendants, his house and his
throne.” (34) So Benaiah son of
Jehoiada went up and struck him
down. And he was buried at his
home in the wilderness. (35) In his
place, the king appointed Benaiah
son of Jehoiada over the army, and
in place of Abiathar, the king
appointed the priest Zadok. (36)
Then the king summoned Shimei
and said to him, “Build yourself a
house in Jerusalem and stay
there—do not ever go out from there
anywhere else. (37) On the very day
that you go out and cross the Wadi
Kidron, you can be sure that you will
die; your blood shall be on your own
head.” (38) “Thatis fair,” said
Shimei to the king, “your servant
will do just as my lord the king has
spoken.” And for a long time, Shimei
remained in Jerusalem. (39) Three
years later, two slaves of Shimei ran
away to King Achish son of Maacah
of Gath. Shimei was told, “Your
slaves are in Gath.” (40) Shimei
thereupon saddled his donkey and
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went to Achish in Gath to claim his nnM 927N xqu yj:im-];
slaves; :.and S:hlmel returned from PA9W=T72 3991 nnm
Gath with his slaves. (41) Solomon PR TR T RE e
was told that Shimei had gone from

Jerusalem to Gath and back, (42)

and the king summoned Shimei and

said to him, “Did I not adjure you by

GOD and warn you, ‘On the very day

that you leave and go anywhere else,

you can be sure that you will die,

and did you not say to me, ‘It is fair; I

accept’? (43) Why did you not abide

by the oath before GOD and by the

orders that I gave you?” (44) The

king said further to Shimei, “You

know all the wrong, which you

remember very well, that you did to

my father David. Now GOD brings

down your wrongdoing upon your

own head. (45) But King Solomon

shall be blessed, and the throne of

David shall be established before

GOD forever.” (46) The king gave

orders to Benaiah son of Jehoiada

and he went out and struck Shimei

down; and so he died.

Thus the kingdom was secured in

Solomon’s hands.
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around Jerusalem. (2) The people,
however, continued to offer
sacrifices at the open shrines,
because up to that time no house
had been built for GOD’s name. (3)
And Solomon, though he loved GOD
and followed the practices of his
father David, also sacrificed and
offered at the shrines. (4) The king
went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for
that was the largest shrine; on that
altar Solomon presented a thousand
burnt offerings. (5) At Gibeon GOD
appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night; and God said, “Ask, what
shall I grant you?” (6) Solomon said,
“You dealt most graciously with
Your servant my father David,
because he walked before You in
faithfulness and righteousness and
in integrity of heart. You have
continued this great kindness to him
by giving him a son to occupy his
throne, as is now the case. (7) And
now, my ETERNAL God, You have
made Your servant king in place of
my father David; but I am a young
lad, with no experience in
leadership. (8) Your servant finds
himself in the midst of the people
You have chosen, a people too
numerous to be numbered or
counted. (9) Grant, then, Your
servant an understanding mind to
judge Your people, to distinguish
between good and bad; for who can
judge this vast people of Yours?” (10)
Pleased that Solomon had asked for

D3 7Y 7 oYY P Ry
{5} ‘073

N7 'MTNN TN 298 (3)

X7 N33 P71, 08 17 Nipna
TR T2RT 121 (7) uRn mam
IRI77 02177 DY TARY a9y DIy
TE2WIR T AR TR ()

T PRY D09R N 17077 ivn2
R 7AW N0 (1) 1T2TIRN

3373 TR M7 720y by
MPTXY NN Ti0Y T3 WRe
19w Ty 237 WY

12 12710 75 21730 T9RaNY
100 (1) ;717 0102 IXeD~OY auP
NIA FTU7NR D207 70N 97K
MR YIX X7 T0R W1 3R] "X 717
W By TN 7728 (7) X))

N9 7 R7 WK 270y 002

22 77397 502 () 1372 0
2397Pa 7T HYTNR VB Vv
TRY™NR U7 201 2 03 ¥
P2 7377 21 () T 7227
N277°NR 7AW ORY 02 W
T 9N D A (X0) 1
T3 1273708 RRY WY

0°27 %) 17 DYRYRD

Wo1 NPRY K71 WY 77 DORURY)
T0RWR YRW? 7T A7 DRV TN
NN 13T T2 ey 13 ()

30



Source Sheet created on Sefaria | Canadian National Bible Contest Cycle B

this, (11) God said to him, “Because
you asked for this—you did not ask
for long life, you did not ask for
riches, you did not ask for the life of
your enemies, but you asked for
discernment in dispensing justice—
(12) I now do as you have spoken. I
grant you a wise and discerning
mind; there has never been anyone
like you before, nor will anyone like
you arise again. (13) And I also grant
you what you did not ask for—both
riches and glory all your life—the
like of which no king has ever had.
(14) And 1 will further grant you long
life, if you will walk in My ways and
observe My laws and
commandments, as did your father
David.” (15) Then Solomon awoke: it
was a dream! He went to Jerusalem,
stood before the Ark of the Covenant
of the Sovereign One, and sacrificed
burnt offerings and presented
offerings of well-being; and he made
a banquet for all his courtiers. (16)
Later two prostitutes came to the
king and stood before him. (17) The
first woman said, “Please, my lord!
This woman and I live in the same
house; and I gave birth to a child
while she was in the house. (18) On
the third day after I was delivered,
this woman also gave birth to a
child. We were alone; there was no
one else with us in the house, just
the two of us in the house. (19)
During the night this woman’s child
died, because she lay on it. (20) She
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arose in the night and took my son 73727M °09 °121 DRT 32 ’D N17
from my side while your NN 717733 MR (32) rleh) ’,3..‘-?].7

maidservant was asleep, and laid ) . :
him in her bosom; and she laid her NRTY NRd 933 °0d ’,33 AL NRR
dead son in my bosom. (21) When1 {5} 17 %123 Npd 732 °2 X7 NN
arose in the morning to nurse my 3'.!.73,"]? MR -lbpa MR (72)

son, there he was, dead; but when I s o 2155 .
looked at him closely in the byl (nj) TR0 297 AT NN

morning, it was not the son I had 1107 D?},W']? na 777'.3'3'1?5 1772 75733

borne.” (22) The other woman spoke AR XK NARD SXO0TNN
up, “No, the live one is my son, and ’ﬁﬂf 73:1:7!27&%'([7&7 'i?DN'ﬂ.T (D')'
the dead one is yours!” But the first R e TE R R T
insisted, “No, the dead boy is yours; 333-175_7 JR) AR 717733_17&
mine is the live one!” And they went '{q‘?za'mg h?'mﬁ ’]7:{ ol szm_
on arguing before the king. (23) The AR DRTY 1T ARSI AT ST

king said, “One says, ‘This is my son, e : - _
the live one, and the dead oneis (73) 71 VN N? 'EZ ab; ’,17. ab)

yours’; and the other says, ‘No, the TIPITNR A771R MRA 7957 1w
dead boy is yours, mine is the live SRR ROT ITNOAN KO NN OB
one.”” (24) So the king gave the e e cvvbon (e fen
order, “Fetch me a sword.” A sword 77&'1’([7’ 77; WDW’W_ (HD 2 . {O}
was brought before the king, (25) IR 20 VY WK VIYRTTNY
and the king said, “Cut the live child DOP9R NRITTD IR 0D 70 2180
in two, and give half to one and half {0} vown mwy? 27732

to the other.” (26) But the woman
whose son was the live one pleaded
with the king, for she was overcome
with compassion for her son.
“Please, my lord,” she cried, “give
her the live child; only don’t kill it!”
The other insisted, “It shall be
neither yours nor mine; cutitin
two!” (27) Then the king spoke up.
“Give the live child to her,” he said,
“and do not put it to death; she is its
mother.” (28) When all Israel heard
the decision that the king had
rendered, they stood in awe of the
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king; for they saw that he possessed
divine wisdom to execute justice.

IKings 5

(1) Solomon’s rule extended over all
the kingdoms from the Euphrates to
the land of the Philistines and the
boundary of Egypt. They brought
Solomon tribute and were subject to
him all his life. (2) Solomon’s daily
provisions consisted of 30 kors of
semolina, and 60 kors of [ordinary]
flour, (3) 10 fattened oxen, 20
pasture-fed oxen, and 100 sheep and
goats, besides deer and gazelles,
roebucks and fatted geese.(4) For he
controlled the whole region west of
the Euphrates—all the kings west of
the Euphrates, from Tiphsah to
Gaza—and he had peace on all his
borders round about. (5) All the
days of Solomon, Judah and Israel
from Dan to Beer-sheba dwelt in
safety, every family under its own
vine and fig tree. (6) Solomon had
40,000 stalls of horses for his
chariotry and 12,000 riders. (7) All
those prefects, each during his
month, would furnish provisions for
King Solomon and for all who were
admitted to King Solomon’s table;
they did not fall short in anything.
(8) They would also, each in his
turn, deliver barley and straw for the
horses and the swift steeds to the
places where they were stationed.
(9) God endowed Solomon with
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wisdom and discernment in great
measure, with understanding as
vast as the sands on the seashore.
(10) Solomon’s wisdom was greater
than the wisdom of all the
Kedemites and than all the wisdom
of the Egyptians. (11) He was wiser
than anybody else—including
Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman,
Chalkol, and Darda the sons of
Mahol. His fame spread among all
the surrounding nations. (12) He
composed three thousand proverbs,
and his songs numbered one
thousand and five. (13) He
discoursed about trees, from the
cedar in Lebanon to the hyssop that
grows out of the wall; and he
discoursed about beasts, birds,
creeping things, and fishes. (14)
Envoys came from all peoples to
hear Solomon’s wisdom, [sent] by
all the monarchs of the earth who
had heard of his wisdom. (15) King
Hiram of Tyre sent his officials to
Solomon when he heard that he had
been anointed king in place of his
father; for Hiram had always been a
friend of David. (16) Solomon sent
this message to Hiram: (17) “You
know that my father David could
not build a house for the name of
the ETERNAL his God because of the
enemies that encompassed him,
until GOD had placed them under
the soles of his feet. (18) But now
the ETERNAL my God has given me
respite all around; there is no
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adversary and no mischance. (19)
And so I propose to build a house for
the name of the ETERNAL my God,
as the ETERNAL promised my father
David, saying, ‘Your son, whom I
will set on your throne in your place,
shall build the house for My name.’
(20) Please, then, give orders for
cedars to be cut for me in the
Lebanon. My servants will work
with yours, and I will pay you any
wages you may ask for your
servants; for as you know, there is
none among us who knows how to
cut timber like the Sidonians.” (21)
When Hiram heard Solomon’s
message, he was overjoyed. “Praised
be GOD this day,” he said, “for
granting David a wise son to govern
this great people.” (22) So Hiram
sent word to Solomon: “I have your
message; [ will supply all the cedar
and cypress logs you require. (23)
My servants will bring them down
to the sea from the Lebanon; and at
the sea I will make them into floats
and [deliver them] to any place that
you designate to me. There I shall
break them up for you to carry away.
You, in turn, will supply the food I
require for my household.” (24) So
Hiram kept Solomon provided with
all the cedar and cypress wood he
required, (25) and Solomon
delivered to Hiram 20,000 kors of
wheat as provisions for his
household and 20 kors of beaten oil.
Such was Solomon’s annual
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payment to Hirarr.l. (26) GOD had 2% AR 07U 2320 X3 A98
given Solomon wisdom, just as ‘mﬁwb 0°2%37] ﬁzm 7;5”(17) mhk

promised. There was friendship - :
between Hiram and Solomon, and D’Q?N DW?W HQN?@U-%J YN
the two of them made a treaty. (27) DWYI ava 0°777 DIRA WbWT
King Solomon imposed forced labor %7 (XY) {0} IHID,N?@Z’.

on all Israel; the levy came to 30,000 \ 573 mpiaR e To%
men. (28) He sent them to the Q71X M773 D21AR WO R0

Lebanon in shifts of 10,000 a month: (3]7) T2 AN NPAT 792? nip?
they would spend one month in the 0i7°m 2173 NP 12 19097,

Lebar.lon and two months at home. P33R DX 1197 DA
Adoniram was in charge of the CERE = Al H sl BT

forced labor. (29) Solomon also had {p} 133 m;:b
70,000 porters and 80,000
quarriers in the hills, (30) apart
from Solomon’s 3,300 officials who
were in charge of the work and
supervised the gangs doing the
work. (31) The king ordered huge
blocks of choice stone to be
quarried, so that the foundations of
the house might be laid with hewn
stones. (32) Solomon’s masons,
Hiram’s masons, and those from
Gebal shaped them. Thus the timber
and the stones for building the
house were made ready.

I Kings 6:1-2 ra-"R: N 295N

(1) In the four hund.red and eightieth nIXD YATRY TV 0°1nwa o (X)
year after the Israelites left theland =~ o o * 7 == ° =7 & =7 2008 7
of Egypt, in the month of Ziv—that Q7XNTYIND ]7NT(Z7’ "33 ﬂNK’? 3w
is, the second month—in the fourth W03 X377 11 W02 n°9°277 niva
year of his reign over Israel, Solomon 1221 PRW0Y AN o0 s
began to build the House of GOD. e L e () o ,7 e
(2) The House that King Solomon 12 TR MM (?) L2 A
built for GOD was 60 cubits long, 20 1?735 HQX_D’WW 'Tl‘? ﬂDbW 777233
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cubits wide, and 30 cubits high.

I Kings 6:11
(11) Then the word of GOD came to
Solomon,

I Kings 6:13
(13) I will abide among the children

of Israel, and I will never forsake My
people Israel.”

I Kings 7:1
(1) And it took Solomon thirteen

years to build his palace, until his
whole palace was completed.

I Kings 7:13-14

(13) King Solomon sent for Hiram
and brought him down from Tyre.
(14) He was the son of a widow from
the tribe of Naphtali, and his father
had been a Tyrian, a coppersmith.
He was endowed with skill, ability,
and talent for executing all work in
bronze. He came to King Solomon
and executed all his work.

I Kings 7:51
(51) When all the work that King
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Solomon had done in the House of
GOD was completed, Solomon
brought in the sacred donations of
his father David—the silver, the
gold, and the vessels—and
deposited them in the treasury of
the House of GOD.

IKings 8

(1) Then Solomon convoked the
elders of Israel—all the heads of the
tribes and the ancestral chieftains of
the Israelites—before King Solomon
in Jerusalem, to bring up the Ark of
the Covenant of GOD from the City
of David, that is, Zion. (2) Israel’s
entire delegation gathered before
King Solomon at the Feast [of
Booths], in the month of
Ethanim—that s, the seventh
month. (3) When all the elders of
Israel had come, the priests lifted
the Ark (4) and carried up the Ark of
GOD. Then the priests and the
Levites brought the Tent of Meeting
and all the holy vessels that were in
the Tent. (5) Meanwhile, King
Solomon and the whole community
of Israel, who were assembled with
him before the Ark, were sacrificing
sheep and oxen in such abundance
that they could not be numbered or
counted. (6) The priests brought the
Ark of GOD’s Covenant to its place
underneath the wings of the
cherubim, in the Shrine of the
House, in the Holy of Holies; (7) for
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the cherubim had their wings
spread out over the place of the Ark,
so that the cherubim shielded the
Ark and its poles from above. (8)
The poles projected so that the ends
of the poles were visible in the
sanctuary in front of the Shrine, but
they could not be seen outside; and
there they remain to this day. (9)
There was nothing inside the Ark
but the two tablets of stone that
Moses placed there at Horeb, when
GOD made [a covenant] with the
Israelites after their departure from
the land of Egypt. (10) When the
priests came out of the
sanctuary—for the cloud had filled
the House of GOD (11) and the
priests were not able to remain and
perform the service because of the
cloud, for the Presence of the
ETERNAL filled the House of GOD
— (12) then Solomon declared:
“GOD has chosen

To abide in a thick cloud: (13) I have
now built for You

A stately House,

A place where You

May dwell forever.”

(14) Then, with the whole
congregation of Israel standing, the
king faced about and blessed the
whole congregation of Israel. (15)
He said:

“Praised be the ETERNAL, the God
of Israel, who has fulfilled with
deeds the promise made to my
father David. For [God] said, (16)
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‘Ever since [ brought My people
Israel out of Egypt,  have not chosen
a city among all the tribes of Israel
for building a House where My
name might abide; but I have chosen
David to rule My people Israel.’ (17)
“Now my father David had intended
to build a House for the name of the
ETERNAL One, the God of Israel.

(18) But GOD said to my father
David, ‘As regards your intention to
build a House for My name, you did
right to have that intention. (19)
However, you shall not build the
House yourself; instead, your son,
the issue of your loins, shall build
the House for My name.” (20) “And
GOD has fulfilled the promise that
was made: [ have succeeded my
father David and have ascended the
throne of Israel, as GOD promised. I
have built the House for the name of
the ETERNAL One, the God of Israel;
(21) and I have set a place there for
the Ark, containing the covenant
that GOD made with our ancestors
upon bringing them out from the
land of Egypt.” (22) Then Solomon
stood before the altar of GOD in the
presence of the whole community of
Israel; he spread the palms of his
hands toward heaven (23) and said,
“O ETERNAL God of Israel, in the
heavens above and on the earth
below there is no god like You, who
keep Your gracious covenant with
Your servants when they walk before
You in wholehearted devotion; (24)
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You who have kept the promises You
made to Your servant, my father
David, fulfilling with deeds the
promise You made—as is now the
case. (25) And now, O ETERNAL
God of Israel, keep the further
promise that You made to Your
servant, my father David: ‘Your line
on the throne of Israel shall never
end, if only your descendants will
look to their way and walk before
Me as you have walked before Me.’
(26) Now, therefore, O God of Israel,
let the promise that You made to
Your servant my father David be
fulfilled. (27) “But will God really
dwell on earth? Even the heavens to
their uttermost reaches cannot
contain You, how much less this
House that I have built! (28) Yet
turn, my ETERNAL God, to the
prayer and supplication of Your
servant, and hear the cry and prayer
that Your servant offers before You
this day. (29) May Your eyes be
open day and night toward this
House, toward the place of which
You have said, ‘My name shall abide
there’; may You heed the prayers
that Your servant will offer toward
this place. (30) And when You hear
the supplications that Your servant
and Your people Israel offer toward
this place, give heed in Your
heavenly abode—give heed and
pardon. (31) “Whenever one person
commits an offense against another,
and the latter utters an imprecation
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to bring a curse upon the former,
and comes with that imprecation
before Your altar in this House, (32)

oh, hear in heaven and take action to

judge Your servants, condemning
the one who is in the wrong and
bringing down the punishment of
their conduct on their head—while
vindicating the other, who is in the
right, by rewarding them according
to their righteousness. (33) “Should
Your people Israel be routed by an
enemy because they have sinned
against You, and then turn back to
You and acknowledge Your name,
and they offer prayer and
supplication to You in this House,
(34) oh, hear in heaven and pardon
the sin of Your people Israel, and
restore them to the land that You
gave to their ancestors. (35) “Should
the heavens be shut up and there be
no rain, because they have sinned
against You, and then they pray
toward this place and acknowledge
Your name and repent of their sins,
when You answer them, (36) oh,
hear in heaven and pardon the sin of
Your servants, Your people Israel,
after You have shown them the
proper way in which they are to
walk; and send down rain upon the
land that You gave to Your people as
their heritage. (37) So, too, if there is
a famine in the land, if there is
pestilence, blight, mildew, locusts or
caterpillars, or if an enemy
oppresses them in any of the
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settlements of the land.

“In any plague and in any disease,
(38) in any prayer or supplication
offered by any person among all
Your people Israel—each of whom
knows their own affliction—when
they spread their palms toward this
House, (39) oh, hear in Your
heavenly abode, and pardon and
take action! Render to that
individual according to their ways as
You know their heart to be—for You
alone know every human heart.
(40) Thus may Your people revere
You all the days that they live on the
land that You gave to our ancestors.
(41) “Or if a foreigner who is not of
Your people Israel comes from a
distant land for the sake of Your
name— (42) for they shall hear
about Your great name and Your
mighty hand and Your outstretched
arm—and thus comes to pray
toward this House, (43) oh, hear in
Your heavenly abode and grant all
that the foreigner asks You for. Thus
all the peoples of the earth will
know Your name and revere You, as
does Your people Israel; and they
will recognize that Your name is
attached to this House that I have
built. (44) “When Your people take
the field against their enemy by
whatever way You send them, and
they pray to GOD in the direction of
the city that You have chosen, and of
the House that I have built to Your
name, (45) oh, hear in heaven their
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prayer and supplication and uphold
their cause. (46) “When they sin
against You—for there is no mortal
who does not sin—and You are
angry with them and deliver them
to the enemy, and their captors carry
them off to an enemy land, near or
far; (47) and then they take it to
heart in the land to which they have
been carried off, and they repent
and make supplication to You in the
land of their captors, saying: “‘We
have sinned, we have acted
perversely, we have acted wickedly,’
(48) and they turn back to You with
all their heart and soul, in the land
of the enemies who have carried
them off, and they pray to You in the
direction of their land that You gave
to their ancestors, of the city that
You have chosen, and of the House
that I have built to Your name—
(49) oh, give heed in Your heavenly
abode to their prayer and
supplication, uphold their cause,
(50) and pardon Your people who
have sinned against You for all the
transgressions that they have
committed against You. Grant them
mercy in the sight of their captors
that they may be merciful to them.
(51) For they are Your very own
people that You freed from Egypt,
from the midst of the iron furnace.
(52) May Your eyes be open to the
supplication of Your servant and the
supplication of Your people Israel,
and may You heed them whenever
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they call upon You. (53) For You, O
Sovereign GOD, have set them apart
for Yourself from all the peoples of
the earth as Your very own, as You
promised through Moses Your
servant when You freed our
ancestors from Egypt.” (54) When
Solomon finished offering to GOD
all this prayer and supplication, he
rose from where he had been
kneeling, in front of the altar of
GOD, his hands spread out toward
heaven. (55) He stood, and in a loud
voice blessed the whole
congregation of Israel: (56) “Praised
be GOD who has granted a haven to
Israel—God’s people—just as
promised; not a single word has
failed of all the gracious promises
that were made through God’s
servant Moses. (57) May the
ETERNAL our God be with us, as
was the case with our ancestors.
May we never be abandoned or
forsaken. (58) May our hearts be
inclined to [God], that we may walk
in all God’s ways and keep the
commandments, the laws, and the
rules that were enjoined upon our
ancestors. (59) And may these
words of mine, which I have offered
in supplication before GOD, be close
to the ETERNAL our God day and
night, that God’s servant and this
covenanted people Israel may be
provided for, according to each day’s
needs— (60) to the end that all the
peoples of the earth may know that
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the ETERNAL alone is God, there is
no other. (61) And may you be
wholehearted with the ETERNAL
our God, to walk in God’s ways and
keep God’s commandments, even as
now.” (62) The king and all Israel
with him offered sacrifices before
GOD. (63) Solomon offered 22,000
oxen and 120,000 sheep as sacrifices
of well-being to GOD. Thus the king
and all the Israelites dedicated the
House of GOD. (64) That day the
king consecrated the center of the
court that was in front of the House
of GOD. For it was there that he
presented the burnt offerings, the
grain offerings, and the fat parts of
the offerings of well-being, because
the bronze altar that was before
GOD was too small to hold the burnt
offerings, the grain offerings, and
the fat parts of the offerings of
well-being. (65) So Solomon and all
Israel with him—a great
assemblage, [coming] from
Lebo-hamath to the Wadi of
Egypt—observed the Feast at that
time before the ETERNAL our God,
seven days and again seven days,
fourteen days in all. (66) On the
eighth day he let the people go. They
bade the king good-bye and went to
their homes, joyful and glad of heart
over all the goodness that GOD had
shown to God’s servant David and
to Israel—God’s people.
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